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By Automobile Staff 

It's easy to look at the emerging 
automotive landscape as a terror- 
fueled dystopian nightmare in the 
making, given looming automation 
and electrification. But there's still 
plenty out there for enthusiasts to 
love. We break down our favorite 
cars of today and detail the best 
of what's to come. 
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By Aaron Gold 
We wondered what a bunch of hardcore 
Mustang old-schoolers and true-blue 
Americans like the Original Venice 
Crew would think of a new-school 
Korean hot rod like our Four Seasons 
Kia Stinger. Not surprisingly, they had 
a lot to say while taking its measure. 


By Steven Cole Smith 
There was a time when being a race 

car driver was one of the world's most 
dangerous pursuits. While advancements 
in safety technology have greatly limited 
the rate of fatalities and serious injury, 
there's always room for improvement. 

We look at how motorsports safety has 
evolved and where it's headed. 

























By Conner Golden 

The Lamborghini LMOO2, aka the 
"Rambo Lambo,’ was one of the most 
eccentric and expensive SUVs of its 
era. Now comes the Urus, a super SUV 
for modern times. We take them on 

a journey through the Italian Alps and 
explore their shared idiosyncrasies. 
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By Robert Cumberford 
Ferrari's new 


what it takes to stand out 50 years from now. 
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By Mike Floyd 
Change has been the only 
constant in the past five years. 


16 


By Arthur St. Antoine 
Revisiting a number of old desert 
haunts in a new Toyota truck. 


18 


By Jamie Kitman 

A decades-long Nordic wagon 
obsession extends to the 
latest Volvo V6O. 


20 








A variety of subjects earn your praise. 


hybrid supercar has 
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By Rory Jurnecka 
High-end European classics 

touched by Italian coachbuilder 
Zagato highlight RM Sotheby's 
annual Villa Erba event. 








By Nicolas Stecher 

Mike Diamond of Beastie 
Boys fame reflects on what 
made his first Mille Miglia 
experience special. 
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FIVE 


YEARS OF 


CHANGE 


> AS WE STARTED bolting together our annual look at what 


we believe to be the best new cars, trucks, and SUVs the 
automotive world has to offer, it hit me: five years. 

Dang, has it really been that long? I’m not huge on an- 
niversaries, and the Big 5 isn’t exactly a momentous mile- 
stone in the grand scheme. But as I began to ruminate on 
my tenure at the helm of the USS Automobile, I was struck 
by how much things have changed, not just at our publica- 
tion but for the industry as a whole. 

Nowhere has the pace been more breakneck than in the 
electric-powered vehicle space. Back in September 2014, 
Tesla was just starting to gain its footing thanks to its break- 
through Model S, a car that gobsmacked me 
the first time I drove it. Here was an American 
startup, fronted by a charismatic and eccentric 
CEO named Elon Musk, that in a flash had 
flipped an entire industry on its roof. 

Mainstream automakers that had been 
slow-pedaling the development of EVs for 
decades with what amounted to little more 
than low-volume experiments and quota fill- 
ers suddenly started tripping over electrical 
cords in a headlong rush to bring truly viable, 
series-production vehicles to market. Flipping 
through the pages of this year’s installment of 
our New and Future Cars section (starting 
on page 24), it’s astonishing to see how many 
are on the roads now or will be shortly. We 
outlined several of them in last year’s section, 
and now we have an even clearer picture of 
what’s to come. 

The best part is that several look like they’re going to be 
bonkers fun to drive, chief among them the Porsche Tay- 
can. Although Porsche has been no stranger to electrifica- 
tion, with several plug-in hybrid versions of its core mod- 
els and the 918 supercar, the Taycan will be its first true 
electric-powered vehicle. We’ve anticipated this purebred 
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Porsche EV sports car—and EV sports cars in general—for 
some time, and we cannot wait to get behind the wheel of 
the Taycan later this year. 

Even one of the world’s most recognizable sports cars 
hasn't been immune to change. The eighth generation of 
a rolling American treasure—the Chevrolet Corvette—has 
finally been revealed, with what promises to be a polar- 
izing twist. It's been an open secret for the better part of 
two years that the Corvette would switch to a mid-engine 
layout; we (and everyone else in the industry) were so cer- 
tain of it that we put our vision of what the new car would 
look like on last year's New and Future cover. Now it has 
finally come into the light, and you can see it in all its glory 
on page 34 and online at AutomobileMag.com, where we 
have a fiberglass boatload worth of stories, video, and more 
detailing the new car and celebrating everything Corvette. 

For many (other than maybe Ford and Chrysler fans), 
the 'Vette has come to symbolize American performance: 
front engine, rear drive, unbridled power. That the Cor- 
vette is changing so radically will be sacrilege to some, a 
revelation to others. Oh, and General Motors has reported- 
ly trademarked the name E-Ray, so it's all but assured that 
it will be electrified in some way soon enough. 

One thing the all-new Corvette won't come with too 
much of is automated driving technology, but that's another 
area that accelerates quicker every year. One of my missions 
since taking over as editor-in-chief has been to regularly 
bring you features that inform about what's happening in 
the world of automation. It's an area that has enormous 
implications for the future of the automobile and how we 
interact with it. Sure, we're enthusiasts, but I firmly believe 
it’s important to understand how technology is transform- 
ing the driving experience and the face of 
transportation, for better or worse. 

As many of you know, we've also made a 
number of major updates to how we bring 
you words and photos in the past five years, 
most notably relaunching the magazine’s 
layout. As always, we remain committed to 
delivering stories with impact and depth, 
having some fun, and taking some chanc- 
es. Everything we've tried has been with 
you and with the brand's founding ethos in 
mind. We've also continued to make strides 
with our digital efforts, and we hope you've 
popped over to our site or social channels to 
see how we do what we do outside of these 
pages. We have even better things planned 
for our slice of the online space. 

Although there have been plenty of chal- 
lenges, it has been an honor and a privilege to be the stew- 
ard of this brand and to lead an incredibly talented group 
of writers, editors, and designers, past and present. This is 
more than just a nine-to-five, and for the past five, it’s been 
one heck of a ride. I hope you'll continue to sit shotgun 
with us as we navigate through the momentous changes 
to come. AM 
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by Design 


by ROBERT 
CUMBERFORD 





A TURNING POINT 
FOR MARANELLO, PERHAPS 


I DON'T KNOW how many road cars 
Ferrari has made, but the first one I 


saw when I was at Art Center 66 years 


ago was probably one of just a few 
hundred extant, each one different 
from all the others—even when that 
was not the intent. The idea in Italy 
then was that if a door on one side 
was longer than the one on the other 
side, well, you can't see both at once. 
Today, Ferrari's historical total 
build must be well into six figures, 
and its cars coming off the line 
are rigorously identical in surfaces 
and panel alignment, unlike that 
touchingly asymmetrical Touring 166 
coupe sitting outside Ernie McAfee's 
Hollywood Hills shop displaying 
side-to-side discrepancies even an 
untrained student eye could discern. 
For decades, any Ferrari would have 
a characteristic, simple egg-crate 
grille pattern, even the notoriously 
grotesque Marzotto-inspired Uovo 
(“egg”) 166 coupe with its perfectly 
round grille frame. That recognizable 
grille pattern, shared even longer by 
Cadillac as a point of identity, has 
faded away. We have also seen some 
models that frankly don't have much 
to do with the racing side of the firm, 
like the handsome "70s 400 GT. 
Purely as a matter of personal 
taste, I disliked the mid-engine F430 
that Ferrari unveiled for the 2005 
model year, even if its double air 
inlets related to the '60s Formula 1 
car Phil Hill drove to a world cham- 
pionship. I thought the 21st century 
California T, despite the presence of 
a traditional egg-crate grille texture, 
rather a disgrace. Indeed, as the 


purity and classicism of Pininfarina 
faded away and an in-house body 
design department arose, I thought 
some of the newer cars were too 
technical and not romantic enough 
but, of course, superior products 
anyone would be pleased to own and 
drive; I certainly would be. 

Looking at this new SF90 
Stradale (see page 38 for more 
details), I think it is—of all the many 
post-Enzo, Fiat-funded industrial- 
product Ferraris—the most desirable 
model to date. I think it does need 
the badges and the letters across 
its tail to keep clear its identity 
and legitimacy. But for me this 
modern Ferrari has all the attributes 
necessary— proportion, nuance, 
stance, finish, surprising detail, 
and tactility (you have to enjoy 
hand-washing a car for it to be a 
really good design)—to assure that 
any teenager who sees it today will 
remember it fondly two-thirds of 
a century hence, as I do “my” 
Touring Berlinetta. 

What stands out above all is that 
this Stradale seems to have potential 
as an actual normal-use automobile. 
Oh, of course you can make any car 
a daily driver if you're dedicated 
enough: My Swiss friend Urs keeps 
an '80s Ferrari Mondial cabriolet in 
Hong Kong as his only car without 
benefit of a garage to keep it in, even 
changing his own timing belts on 
the street. But I don't think you'd 
have to go that far to be able to run 
up a lot of enjoyable miles with the 
SF90, and Га surely like to try. 

Who wouldn't? AM 
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THE PLAN VIEW 
of the front is 
almost a perfect 
circle, as was 

the Porsche 918 
Spyder in 2015, as 
the world comes 
around to Franco 
Scaglione’s ideas 
from the ’50s. 








High Rear 3/4 
View 


DESIGN 


AND THE 
windshield base 
is back to being 


=< SF90 STRADALE 










GIANT MIRRORS ARE NOTICE THAT FULL-WIDTH RIB THE UPPER 
needed for use on public probably across the lower backlight 
roads ("stradale") because more than 50 rear facade opening 
the backlight is almost percent of flattens above emulates the 
useless for rear visibility. the glass is the exhaust shape of the 


painted black. pipes, as does front outlet 
the transverse rib duct seen in 
in front above the the hood. 


central buttress. 


| REALLY 


don't get 

this shape, THE PIPES ARE 
THE but it looks mounted high, as in 
BREAKAWAY better from Pagani and McLaren 
of air inlet above than supercars, and 
and fender it does in protrude a little. 
profile hard profile. 
lines happens 
about halfway TAILLIGHTS, APART FROM 
along the door EVEN THE DOOR being flattened vertically, 
skins. Delicate, latch is faired in. A protrude from the 
sensitive, and great detail, except body surface, like the 
subtle metalwork when the duct is exhaust pipes. 
over the entire full of snow or ice. NOTICE THE CAREFUL THEY DON'T LOOK 
body is a tribute But who'd drive an sculpting of the black shapes inside like much, but you can be sure these little slots have 
to the designers SF90 to Sestriéres the well, controlling and directing a big role to play in total drag reduction. They're not 


and builders. in January? the scooped-in cooling air. just decoration, as once might have been the case. 
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1. The transverse blade on 

the nose is assertive but not 
aggressive. But it needs the 
prancing horse badge because 
there are no clear marque 
characteristics. 

2. Front and rear wheel openings 
are perfectly circular, centered 
on the wheel center ... 

$. ... with, on both front and rear, 
a vertical section generating 

a little surface crease that 
disappears by hub height. 

4. The blacked-out A-pillar looks 
enticingly slim from the outside 
but in fact is quite massive. 

5. A shark-fin antenna is 
effective and amusingly 
announces the predatory 
capability of the ensemble, a 
small sign for a big message: 
"Don't mess with me.” 

6. Yes, this is the backlight as 
well as a transparent engine 
cover. Rear visibility must be 
really bad, but it does look great 
in profile. 

7. | love the blunt, strong 
warrior's shields that make up 


Front View 


1. The concave side section 
begins right at the front of 

the body. 

2. Looking like the intakes of an 
old-school jet fighter plane, the 
necessary rear cooling inlets are 
really big yet unobtrusively sleek 
in side view. 

3. The transverse roof section is 


quite rounded, in marked contrast 


to many flat-roofed Italian 
supercars from the Lamborghini 
Miura onward. 

4. There are crisp peaks on all 


four fenders to delineate the car’s 


profile. 


5. Sergeant’s stripes? The look of 


the headlamp cluster is new for 
Ferrari and handled beautifully as 
it integrates into the overall form. 


6. The lower body blade is artfully 


twisted upward at the ends to 
make a kind of low winglet, a 


the rear bumper and underbody 
diffuser. It’s a nice way to cover 
up the gaping holes that let heat 
escape from the engine. 

8. I here's a lot of delicate, 
imaginative surface development 
with crisp transition lines adding 
character. This one defines the rear 
fender profile, nearly meeting ... 

9. ... the low point of this one that 
loops around the huge well that 
ingests cooling air. 

10. This upswept line allows an exit 
channel below, but is there a duct 
through the door for hot air from 
the brakes? It's probably just a 
styling flourish. 

11. The huge wheels are 
astonishingly delicate, almost 
exiguous, yet clearly strong. Great. 
12. The black baseplate is a clear 
visual reference to F1 cars and 
justifies the horizontal cutoff of 
the painted panel above it. 

13. This powerful diagonal straight 
line recapitulates the incline angle 
of the rear bumper. Altogether, 
the whole body is a nice lateral 
composition. 


beautifully sculpted detail. 

7. This huge hood-top air outlet 
is modified by a high central 
section that carries through 
into the full-width inlet as a 
black buttress. Nicely done. 
8. If this badge weren't present, 
you'd know the national 

origin but not necessarily the 
maker. This is a break from 
the past, which could be good 
or bad, according to personal 
preferences. It's a really good 
design, whatever your choice. 
9. This sharp trailing edge 

is excellent visually and 
aerodynamically. 

10. The F1-style baseplate is a 
new styling cue for supercars 
and allows a slimming of the 
painted body sections above 
the greasy parts, like the 
earliest Ferrari roadsters. 
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Flavio | 
Manzoni 
Interview 


FLAVIO MANZONI, 54, 
holds what must be the 
ultimate job for any Italian 
designer: heading Ferrari's 
in-house design group. It 
succeeds the long reign 

of outside carrozzerie, 
principally Pininfarina 

but also including most 
grand design houses of 
yesteryear. Manzoni began 
his career in the Fiat group, 
moved to Volkswagen's Seat 
brand with Walter de Silva, 
returned to Fiat-Lancia, 
then became No. 2 at VW 
Group before returning 
again to Italy as design 
leader for Fiat, Lancia, and 
light commercial vehicles. 
Former Ferrari boss Luca 
di Montezemolo 10 years 
ago chose him to create the 
Ferrari design team and its 
impressive modern glass 
construct in the center of 
the Maranello complex, 
increasing his team from 
four people in 2009 to 

120 today. 

Manzoni says Ferrari 
design needed to “evolve, 
with no strong breaks,” 
yet he had to transform 
the entire process, from 
Ferrari creating the chassis 
and letting others clothe 
it with a pleasing, more 
or less efficient form, to 
a completely integrated 
design and engineering 
effort. The process has 
become too complex with 
structure, aerodynamics— 
both external and internal— 
and of course making the 
result beautiful. These 





DESIGN 


required trade-offs cannot be 


executed by a geographically 
dispersed team. 

Being literally in the 
center of the traditional 
Ferrari campus solves all of 
that. Working on the firm's 
2016 J-50 to commemorate 
the 50th anniversary of 
Ferrari in Japan, Manzoni 
decided “it was time to 
change lamps, to make 
them very small.” That 
decision has carried over 
in the SF 90, as are some of 
the aerodynamic solutions 
incorporated in that 
concept car. The upswept 
side line that puzzled me 
while writing the foregoing 
analysis allows airflow 
management that increases 
downforce. 

“The project was very 
complex,’ Manzoni asserts, 
with many radiators, 
including “опе for the 
electric motor in front,’ 
requiring the team to 
"visually communicate 
the elements" composing 
the whole. He noted that 
there are many traditional 
elements in the SF 90, such 
as the flying buttresses that 
he sees as "essential to a 
Ferrari,’ but in a different 
execution here. The car is as 
simple as Manzoni and his 
team could make it, but he 
notes, with a reference to 
the late sculptor Constantin 
Brancusi, "simplicity for me 
is complexity resolved" 

If this is the first iteration 
of new aesthetic for Ferrari, 
we're on board. AM 








Interior View 


Yes, it's something of a black 
hole, but subtle red stitching 
throughout relieves the 
cockpit's somber aspect. 

Everything is centered on the 
driver, with the preponderance 
of controls actually on the 
steering wheel itself, F1-style. 

Is the inside mirror 
bigger than the backlight 
transparency? Not really, but 
there's seemingly not much in 
it. At least it doesn't block the 
forward view. 
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fins carry the 
bumper profile 


downward, 
parallel to ... 


The A-pillar does block the 


forward view, a bit. It's clearly not 
as delicate from the cockpit as it 


seems to be from the exterior. 

The little shelves below the 
outboard fresh-air vents are 
elegantly shaped. 


The seats are notched as if to 


accommodate a racing-oriented 
fifth seat belt strap, a reminder 
of Ferrari's racing heritage if 
nothing else ... 

.. as is this evocation of the 
СТО" iconic shift gate. 


Hear View 


Rear reflectors are mounted 
in the bumper face, presumably 
inset enough to protect them. 
Ferrari has done a lot of 
advanced aerodynamic work in the 
past several decades, so we can 
be certain this vertical outlet slot is 
highly beneficial both for reducing 
drag and increasing downforce. 
Ferrari designers, like BMW 
and Corvette shapers before 
them, have decided to modify 
the traditional round taillights to 
increase visual width. 
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Two filler caps, like old 
Jaguars, or one for liquid fuel, 
one for electrons. 

There must be a functional 
reason for this slot, but it's not 
for the center brake light ... 

.. Which is embedded in the 
spoiler lip below the backlight. 

The rear bumper-cum-outlet 
air deflector is part of the rear 
diffuser molding, which ... 

.. incorporates flow- 
straightening fins at the 
bottom. 
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What owners say about V1... 


Bill P, Phoenix, AZ 


Wheres the radar? An arrow lights 
up, pointing either Ahead, to the 
side, or Behind. And, amazingly, 
it's never wrong. 





Arnie R., Atlanta, GA 


So easy to operate, a box with one 
knob. No need to poke around at 
full-arm's reach for little buttons the 
size of rice grains. 


Glenna R., Dallas, TX 


Love the arrows! Where's the 
radar? They tell me every time. 
A detector without the arrows is 
like a car without headlights. 
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Chas S., Charlotte, NC 
Situation Awareness you can trust. 
With the Radar Locator arrowing 
toward threats, and the Bogey 
Counter telling how many threats 
you face, V1 makes defense easy. 
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Cal L., Trenton, NJ 
l've owned my V1 since 2001, and 
I've had it upgraded twice. | trust 
the arrows to point out every radar 
trap. When | know where, | know 
how to defend. 
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re Ed H., Las Vegas, NV 
IL How can anyone not be smitten by 
N the Arrows? Radar ahead needs a 


different defense than radar behind. 


When | know where, | know what 

to do. When | put the threat behind 
me, the arrows confirm it. Without 
the arrows, you're guessing. 


€ 2f Hob R., Sacramento, CA 

oj | This is the slam dunk best radar 

“2, detector. No databases to keep 
updating, or other "features" I'll 
never use. Instead V1 tells me the 
important stuff—the Bogey Counter 
tells you how many threats within 
range and the red arrows tell 
where they are. 
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Bogey Counter 
Tells how many: 

Radar hiding within a 
false alarm? Two radars 
working the same road? 
Reads instantly. 


Control Knob 
Turns On/Off, adjust 
volume, press to mute. 


pU SR 


Trust. vu earns it 


one ambush at a time. 


x x XX Harold B., Houston, TX 

On my way home this afternoon | was 
following another detector user. | could see 
red blinking in his windshield as we went 
past the first radar. Thinking the danger was 
behind, Mr. Ordinary Detector User hit the gas. 


Uh-Oh. V1's Radar Locator was showing two 
arrows, one pointing toward the trap now 
behind, and a second arrow ahead. The “2° 
on the Bogey Counter confirmed we were 
being double teamed. 


Sure enough, Mr. O. D. User cruised into the 
second trap up the hill at 15 over and got 
himself a blue-light special. 


V1 points to every trap. | trust it completely. 








Radar Locator 
Tracks one or more 
radars at the same 
time; points to each. 









Rear Antenna 


Scans behind for radar. М 
т. r 
95 — Co) 
cn 
Radar Strength Behind 
More LEDs glow as radar E meÉdi 
strengthens. 
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www.valentine1.com 


= Call toll-free 1-800-331-3030 
к= - e 
ө [_] Valentine One Radar Locator with Laser Detection - $399 Ya le nti ne O ne 
Carrying Case - $29 ` [ ] Concealed Display - $39 ~ RADAR LOCATOR 
|_| savvy® -$69 [ ]Viconnection"-$49  [ ] Viconnection™ LE - $49 Valentine Research, Inc. Ph 513-984-8900 


0 i : Department No. YIB Fx 513-984-8976 
Plus Shipping / Ohio residents add sales tax 10280 Alliance Road 


Mike Valentine х 
Radar Fanatic 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee Cincinnati, Ohio 45242 — ==" B&B | 





Valentine One is a registered trademark of Valentine Research, Inc. 
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MARVELS, MIRAGES, 
AND MANSON 


> “THOSE THINGS ARE really freaking 
me out. Especially seeing em way out here.” My 
friend Case was studying a row of 12 ghosts, their 
white, hooded shrouds reflecting the last rays of 
twilight as the sun settled into the vastness of 
the Mojave Desert. He turned to me. “You told me 
we were driving to a ghost town. You didn’t say 
we'd actually see any.’ 

Case and I were standing in front of “The Last 
Supper,’ an outdoor sculpture created in 1984 
by the late Belgian-Polish artist Charles Albert 
Szukalski. It’s near the ghost town of Rhyolite, 
Nevada, itself a spooky apparition formed by the 
cadaverous remains of a gold-rush boomtown where, from roughly 1905 
to 1908, as many as 5,000 people lived and worked and even attended 
performances at the local opera house. 

Szukalski figured his fiberglass revenants—exposed as they are to the 
brutal environment here outside the eastern edge of Death Valley—would 
survive for two years at most. Instead, almost supernaturally, they've endured— 
and today form the centerpiece of what's since become the small Goldwell 
Open Air Museum. We poked around a bit, studying the other peculiar statues 
rising from the surrounding sand, the wind whistling over the Bullfrog Hills 
and rustling the creosote bushes, not another human in sight. Szukalski's 
ghosts had dimmed to shadows, their robelike forms, arms outstretched in 
benediction, somehow even more disquieting now, as if living souls might be 
shaping those black figures silhouetted against the ink-blue sky. Case tapped 
me on the shoulder and made a *let's go" motion with his thumb. *We stay 
out here any longer, and those things are gonna start moanin”” 

Three weeks earlier, Case had become the proud owner of a low-mile 
2017 Toyota 4Runner TRD Off-Road, and ever since, he'd been bugging me to 
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show him some of my favorite haunts (ег, sorry) 
in the Mojave. Earlier in the day, we drove north 
from Los Angeles on Highway 395 before cutting 
east on 178 at Ridgecrest to check out the first 
site on my tour, the Trona Pinnacles, an alien 
landscape of towering tufa-rock spires—some 
as tall as 140 feet—rising from a dry lake bed. 
You've seen them in a million car commercials 
and such movies as “Planet of the Apes,’ “Star 
Trek V? and “Star Wars.” We crawled around the 
moonscape in the 4Runner then hiked on foot. 
"Any poisonous snakes out here?" Case asked. 

“Mojave rattler is the deadliest of em all. 
Take out a man with a single bite.” 

“What does it look like?” 

"Don't worry. You'll never see it coming.” 

Several hours later, after winding down into 
Death Valley and then just across the California 
border into Nevada, we were eating burgers 
at the Sourdough Saloon in Beatty. The walls 
of the rustic roadhouse are crowded with car 
parts—mostly German—left behind and signed 
by the manufacturer teams that come to DV for 
hot-weather testing in the 120-degree summers. 
We found the MotorTrend license plate I left 
here years ago. A couple of old-timers—they 
looked like regulars—sat behind tall beers at 
the bar, each sucking hard on a cigarette. Santa 
Monica boy Case popped a fry into his mouth. 
"I almost forgot what smoking looks like.” 

After nightfall, leaving the ghosts behind, 
we pointed the 4Runner southwest, back into 
Death Valley, and soon arrived at yet more 


"NOI WHAT I EXPECTED 
WHEN I SAID, LET'S 

GO FOUR-WHEELING. " 
"THIS IS WHERE 
MANSON HOLED UP 
WITH HIS ‘FAMILY’ 
AFTER THE TATE AND 
LABIANCA MURDERS.” 


surrealism. Namely, the Furnace Creek Inn. 
Right smack in the middle of the frying pan, 
near desiccated borax mines, heat-baked alluvial 
fans, and the Badwater Basin—at 282 feet below 
sea level, the lowest point in North America— 
the Inn is what you see in the dictionary when 
you look up the word “oasis.” Or maybe “mirage.” 
Rising out of the wasteland stands a grand, 
warm-lighted edifice of stone and stucco, an 88- 
room hotel built in 1927 and lovingly restored, 
rated four-diamond by AAA, date palms swaying 
in the evening air, a spring-fed pool beckoning 
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in sparkling blue. After we checked into our rooms and each grabbed a wel- 
come shower, we headed to the dining room for a feast of grilled mahi-mahi 
and wagyu rib-eye. “This place is expensive, but I really don’t mind,’ I said, 
savoring another bite of smoked Gouda polenta cake. 

“Т know you don’t,” Case said. “Cause Гт paying.” 

After dinner we took a swim—the water is always 87 degrees—then 
enjoyed a few beers by the poolside fireplace. Case looked up at the stars. 
“Not what I expected when I said, Let's go four-wheeling; but that's OK by me^ 

I took care of that missing component the next morning. Starting early, 
we crossed into the Panamint Range, eventually shifting into four high and 
reaching Goler Wash Road. It's more “wash” than “road,” mostly a rocky cut 
through the mountains, but the 4Runner handled the worst of it with ease. 
Finally we pulled up to a small cluster of stone and cement ruins. “This is 
Barker Ranch,’ I said to Case as we climbed out and headed to the main 
structure. “In 1969, the local sheriff's department captured Charles Manson 
here. This is where he'd holed up with his ‘family’ after the Tate and LaBianca 
murders. Word is the cops found him hiding under the kitchen sink.” 

The ranch had been largely intact when I'd first visited the place ages 
ago—even had cans of food on the shelves and a guest book full of whacked- 
out inscriptions— but a 2010 fire wrecked most of it. “Just as well,’ Case 
said. “I don't need to see where Charlie Manson didn't take any showers.” 

We crawled out of the west side of the Panamints and headed north to 
Ballarat, another abandoned “town.” A scene in “Easy Rider" was filmed here, 
and you can still find the rusted green pickup of Tex Watson, the lead practi- 
tioner in Manson's murder cult. From there, we made a long slog southeast, 
detouring onto Highway 14 before arriving at Mojave Air & Space Port. “This 
is where aviation pioneer Burt Rutan built the Voyager, the first airplane to fly 
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around the world nonstop;' I said, *and where 
his SpaceShipOne completed the world's first 
privately funded human space flight.” 

We motored around the airfield, passing 
by the huge boneyard of dry-stored airliners, 
a few odd-looking experimental airships, and 
the National Test Pilot School—the world’s 
busiest. Finally, I had Case pull up alongside 
a truly colossal hangar. “Inside that place is 
the Stratolaunch, the world’s largest airplane. 
One day, it'll start carrying rockets to altitude 
that'll then be launched into space.” 

“Cool! Can we see it?” 

“No. But the Voyager Restaurant in the 
terminal has a pretty decent club sandwich.” 

The light fading, Case pointed his trusty 
4Runner south toward L.A. “Pretty cool coupla 
days, Art,” he said. “Tm always amazed at the 
weird stuff you find.” 

“Oh, we’ve only just started. I mean, you 
haven't seen the Mojave Megaphone or ... the 
Racetrack.” 

“What are those?” 

“One is a giant megaphone bolted to two 
boulders in the middle of the desert and no 
one knows why, and the other is a dry lake 
bed with rocks that move. By themselves.” 


“heads turn” 


Concours-look 


Carnauba -— 


NET WT: 6.2 oz. (1759) 


When you get down to it, it’s not what the manufacturer says about his product that counts, but what the customer says. And 
folks who tried this wax had a lot to say. "Absolutely amazing", "effortless", “best wax ever" and yes, "heads turn" are some actual 
customer descriptions. So, to all of you who have fallen in love with this amazing wax, we thank you heartily. To those of you who 
have not tried it, we hope you'll join the party and see what all the fuss is about. Learn more at p21s.com. 











THOUGHTS ON 


THE LAUNCH OF A NEW 


VOLVO WAGON 


^ LIKE SOME SCRAPPY Nordic rally driver 
of yore, Volvo regained control of the sliding car 
that was its corporate self just before it drifted 
over a cliff. Thanks to billions pumped into its 
tank by a new adoptive parent, China's Geely, the 
smart and feisty Swede gathered its perilously 
sideways mount to once again nip at the heels 
of the world's front-running car manufacturers, 
with a technological attack and design coherence 
impressive today in absolute terms but especially 
for a company of its small size. 

Along these lines, it was hard at first sight not 
to be impressed by the company's new V60. Nor 
could you easily overstate its importance. Although traditional wagons are 
not what they once were for the automobile industry, they continue to 
play an outsized role in Volvo's psychographic space. The XC60 and XC90 
crossovers outsell their V60 and V90 wagon cousins, but who says cross- 
overs aren't best thought of as a subset of wagons, anyway? 

Semantics aside, we know which we prefer—the genuine article, the wag- 
on that doesn't depend on height for its utility. Regular readers will know I 
have shown pronounced signs of Volvo-wagon obsession for a long time. A 
series of four, identical but different, light green 1967 122S wagons owned 
over the better part of my driving lifetime is but one piece of the evidence. 

Lest you've forgotten, Thor's hammer smacked me upside the head so 
hard as a child that, in 2017, it led me to lead a convoy of wagons repre- 
senting most of the Sino-Swedish company's American-wagon history on 
a symbolic sojourn to Ridgeville, South Carolina, where they welcomed 
the company and its first U.S. factory on behalf of wagon fans everywhere. 

The company is building the V60’s fraternal twin, the S60 sedan, in Rid- 
geville, to start, up to 100,000 per year. You expect it will export a bunch of 
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them; it's hard to see the U.S. market gobbling 
up that many S60s any time soon. Sadly. 

Harsh market realities aside, it figured I'd 
be predisposed to the new V60 because on the 
surface it has everything going for it. It's svelte 
and beautiful in a way few wagons have ever 
been, with not a single wrong line or misguided 
detail to apologize for. It's the perfect antidote 
to the sharp-edged transformer styling that 
dominates today's crossovers. With increasingly 
random cuts and slashes serving no purpose, 
those vehicles have plenty to apologize for. 

For handsomeness, the new Volvo equals 
the best BMW 3 Series wagons of recent mem- 
ory and beats the Buick Regal TourX. Jacked 
up and beclad for American duty, its Euro good 
looks are less affected than might have been 
feared. The Volvo also has an interior of excep- 
tional quality for our times, available in cloth 
or leather. Other materials and shapes get high 
marks for style and the impression of quality. 
The front seats are as comfy as seats can get. 

During that 2017 trip to Ridgeville, I hung 
out with the V60’s big brother, the V90, and was 
charmed by its presence and the way it easily 
ate up highway miles. It drove superbly, looked 
great, and was larger than other wagons, even 
if it was minus the third-row seat option Volvo 
used to specialize in. Given the company's pledge 
that by 2020, no one in a new Volvo will be killed 
in a crash, it leaves you to wonder if those third 
rows were actually as safe as we used to assume. 

My main criticisms of the V90 were that its 
27-mpg highway fuel economy didn't improve 
much on the economy of a 1967 1228 with twin 
SU carburetors. And the driver assists, including 
a self-driving function that allows for up to 18 
seconds of hands-off operation, were more often 
intrusive, driving-pleasure negatives. 

I've just driven a V60 T6 AWD Inscription, 
with every option and a very loaded $61,000 price 
tag. In March, I drove a lower-spec, cloth-seated 
car. Even before factoring in a $17,000 savings, I 
think I prefer the cloth car. Beautiful cars, both, 
but either way, the complaints remained the same. 
First, mediocre fuel economy. Second, as an enthu- 
siastic yet reasonably careful driver, the frequent 
intervention of the well-intentioned “driver aids" 
drove me part mad. I hate the feeling of trying to 
steer out of my lane to avoid a pothole only to have 
the steering wheel argue with me. Or the cars' 
tendency to panic stop on my behalf when I was 
merely backing out of driveways. 

Perhaps this is the new normal and Volvo 
is ahead of the curve. Along with its pledge to 
govern its cars to a 112-mph top speed, I can 
appreciate the achievement. But I don't have 
to like it. AM 
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LETTERS 


> TO START WITH, І really enjoy 


your Magazine; your articles and 
photography are second to none. 

I do, however, take exception to 

your exclusion of the Corvette 

ZR-1 from your All-Stars list (May). 
Your “qualifying rules” state these 
vehicles are “meant to represent the 
most aspirational, attainable, and 
otherwise exceptional offerings of the 
past calendar year.’ The complaint 
by the reviewers of lack of traction 

is confusing; it would be like Mark 
Donohue complaining to Roger 
Penske that the Porsche 917-30 had too 
much horsepower as he proceeded to 
dominate the Can-Am Series. What 
about appropriate throttle input and 
driver skills? To rank the Mercedes G 
550 SUV and the Nissan Altima SR 2.0 
above the ZR-1 is mind-boggling. This 
is not to say that these are not great 
vehicles. But “aspirational, attainable, 
exceptional,” and dollars-to-fun value? 
The ZR-1 is the hands-down winner, 
in my opinion, or should at least be 

a standout. As Andy Pilgrim says in 
his review of the Porsche 911 GT2 

RS in the same issue, “Can’t please 
everyone.” 

NOBLE HELLER 

Ridgway, Colorado 

Every vehicle we invite to our All- 
Stars competition is by definition 
exceptional and a standout. Make no 
mistake, we remain big fans of the 
ZR-I.—Ed. 


XCELLENT TALE 

Regarding your story about the Nissan 
Xterra in the May issue, I loved seeing 
Automobile publish an article about 





Write: Automobile magazine, 831 S. Douglas St., El Segundo, California, 90245 
* Email: letters@automobilemag.com. Letters may be edited for clarity and length. 
Customer service: automobile @emailcustomerservice.com; 800-289-2886 


something other than new cars. A 

lot of us either cannot or, in my case, 
refuse to buy new, technology-laden 
vehicles. You skillfully and eloquently 
wrote on the charms of older vehicles. 
I hope you publish more articles in 
this vein, as these vehicles represent 
another world. I volunteer to write 
one about living with four Mercedes- 
Benzes with an average age of 42. 
CHARLES T. CLEAVER II 

Dallas, Texas 


BLAZED FOR ETERNITY 

Your review of the 2019 Chevrolet 
Blazer (June) was of interest, as 

we pondered it as a potential 
replacement for our 175,000-mile 2013 
Nissan Murano. The story was well 
received—right up to the part about 
“a non-defeatable stop/start system.” 
I suppose the goal is to stop Earth’s 
climate from changing. Surely SoCal 
drivers stuck in stop-and-go traffic 
will accept this passively as good 
citizens of the state. 

E. HENRI TROTTIER 

Aiken, South Carolina 
Maddening, isn't it?—Ed. 


TAKE A FLIER 

I read your *Flying Cars" article in the 
June issue, and it did a good job of 
covering the vehicles, the technology, 
and the issues. Then I had to take 

an hour's drive to see my next client. 
Flying cars for the masses? Sorry, just 
not gonna happen. Asking people 
already having trouble with two- 
dimensional travel to now handle a 
third axis of movement is a recipe 

for disaster—but the daily collision 
compilations going viral on the web 
would finally give cat videos a rest. 
KEVIN SPATZ 

Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 


PRAISE MARIO 

I enjoyed Mac Morrison' feature on 
Mario Andretti (July), which was 
full of background and facts I had 
forgotten or had never read before. I 
really liked Mario’s “we are blessed" 
answer about the Andretti “curse.” 
What a great perspective. This year 
my son and I made our first-ever 


Y trip to the Indy 500. At the end of 
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Legends Day, after seeing Andretti 
history featured in the museum and 
all over the track, we were walking 
past the garages and out steps 
Mario himself. After a quick grip- 
n-grin with whomever was there to 
see him, he turned to my son, who 
was standing there literally hat in 
hand. After signing my son's hat, he 
graciously let us get a quick picture 
with him. Mario was and is a class 
act, and getting to meet the man 

on the 50th anniversary of his Indy 
win was a highlight of the weekend. 
Congrats on a life well lived. 
ANDREW ROBINSON 

Atlanta, Georgia 


Decades ago I witnessed Mario 
Andretti do a very compassionate 
thing at an International Race 

of Champions event. The IROC 
competitors drove identically 
prepared cars, and which car they 
got was determined by picking the 
car number from a hat. At Riverside 
International Raceway, I was at the 
roped-off area, about 20 yards from 
the selection process along with 
others, including a young boy in a 
wheelchair. When it was Mario's 
turn to pick, he brought the whole 
process—the other drivers and 
officials—over to the boy and asked 
him to select his car number. This 
happened almost a half century ago, 
and I have never forgotten it. 

BILL SAMOLE 

Sparks, Nevada 


Loved your article on Mario. One of 
the very best, an absolute champion! 
ROBERT HENNINGER 

Anaheim, California 


STAR GAZING 

I just read the wonderful words 
Arthur St. Antoine wrote entitled 

"A Walk Among The Stars" (May). 
What an incredible piece on Pierce 
Brothers Westwood Village Memorial 
Park—the dearly departed Stars of 
Hollywood and their cars live on. I 
am a lifelong car enthusiast thanks 
to my father; he always said the only 
thing you leave in this world is *a 
good name;' and for the stars maybe 


] وو‎ | e NON OFFER 
' PRICE 


a good car. My father died this May, 
and this story brought tears to my 
eyes, thinking of a great dad who 
inspired my hobby and who was 

a star in my life like those Mr. St. 
Antoine wrote about. 

MARK JAINCHILL 

Las Vegas, Nevada 





LOVE FOR BENTLEY 

The *Simply Continental" Bentley 
road trip story (July) perfectly 
exemplifies your founder’s intent, 
and it reminded me of David E. 
Davis' first words in Automobile 
issue No. 1: “Where the good life 
gets rolling.” Thank you for staying 
true to his creed. 

NORM KOMNICK 

Lakewood, Washington 


I've subscribed to your magazine for 
a number of years, and usually after 
reading it, it gets recycled. But not 
the July issue: The look at Bentley's 
100 years is a keeper and a new 
companion to my “Ап Illustrated 
History of the Bentley Car 1919-1931" 
by the man himself. It gives me a 
motive to build the 1:12-scale 4.5-liter 
Bentley Blower kit by Airfix, which 

I bought in Northern Ireland some 
40 years ago and brought to the 

U.S. when I moved here in 1995. To 
crown it all was the article on the 
Morgan Plus 8. Good work, 

and thanks. 

CLIVE SEARIGHT 

Lawrenceville, Georgia 


WINNING COLUMNS 

Yet again you've included two 
superb columns by Jamie Kitman 
and Arthur St. Antoine in the July 
issue. Kitman captured the spirit of 
Palm Springs, and his descriptions 
of Thermal Raceway and the 
environs were perfect. I had visited 
both in April. And St. Antoine’s 
reminiscences about Stirling Moss 
and Phil Hill were masterful. Mike 
Floyd’s interview of Scott Keogh 
was succinct and also worthy. 
Automobile is really rising to the 
top—jobs well done. 

DANIEL NEUKOM 

Sacramento, California 
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STEIGER 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


CALL OUR SALES HOTLINE TOLL FREE 24/7 ON 


1-800 733 8463 


USE PROMO CODE: 


OR ORDER ONLINE 
WWW.TIMEPIECESUSA.COM/AU98SC 


Timepieces Int, 10701 NW 140th Street, Suite 1, Hialeah 
Gardens, Fl. 33018 
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5 YEAR MOVEMENT 
WARRANTY 





r CASE MATERIAL: 
STAINLESS STEEL > 
DIAL COLOUR: DEEP 
BLUE OR PURE WHITE 
’ BAND: STAINLESS 
STEEL WITH FOLD OVER 
CLASP -CASE WIDTH: 


1.7 IN (43 MM) * CASE 
DEPTH: 0.3 IN (8 MM) 
” DIAL DIAMETER: 1.3 
IN (34 MM) * WATER 
RESISTANT: 3 ATM * 
FEATURES: SECONDS & 
DATE WINDOW 





SIGNATURE CLASSIC - IN PURE 


WHIT 
YELLOW GOLD FINISH 
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Introducing the rugged, all-new Honda Passport. 


280-hp V-6 engine: Intelligent Traction Management. Best-in-class interior space! And standard 
Honda Sensing*—a suite of safety and driver-assistive features. It’s your passport to adventure. 


*280 hp @ 6000 rpm (SAE net). 'Class based on 5-passenger mid-CUV segment. Interior space includes cargo volume and passenger volume. Passport AWD Elite shown with 
Honda Genuine Accessories. Honda reminds you to properly secure cargo items. Cargo net not included. ©2019 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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NEW 
AND 
FUTURE 
CARS 


TENSIONS WITH RUSSIA, 
political instability in Europe, the 
prospect of ecological disaster 
and energy crises, and the 

dawn of another golden era of 
automotive awesomeness with 
vehicles on sale now and on the 
horizon—you'd be forgiven for 
thinking it was the 19505 all over 
again. The Cold War is over, true, 
and while we still(!) don't have 
our Jetsons flying cars, this year's 
crop of new and future vehicles 
would satisfy even the terror- 
fueled imagination of a kid who'd 
lived through the Red Scare. 

If you've been keeping up with 
the car industry over the past 
decade or so, you'll find familiar 
themes throughout this year's 
selection of what we believe 
to be the most salient new and 
future cars, including autonomous 
driving, electric propulsion, and 
advanced aerodynamics. But 
you'll also find the realest of the 
real of today's wheels, including a 
few examples of the endangered 
stick shift, a disproportionate 
amount of rear-wheel drive, and 
horsepower figures that would, 
on occasion, make an early rocket 
scientist blush. 

To kick it all off, we present 
the most over-the-top visions 
of the near future from brands 
your grandparents may have 
known and loved, like Pininfarina, 
Hispano-Suiza, and Aston Martin's 
L agonda, and new outfits you're 
soon to become more familiar 
with, like Qiantu and Rivian. 
Whether they're gas-burners or 
pure electrics, Supercars or SUVS, 
every vehicle on our list is a reason 
to hope we all get to keep waking 
up for many years to come. 





ON SALE: 

sold out 

BASE PRICE: 
$2.8 million (est) 





No, the Jesko is not an 
EV. But it’s beyond super 
and more than worthy of 
kicking off our New and 
Future party. Read ahead 
for true mega-EV options. 





Supercar, hypercar, megacar— 
where will it end’? If Koenigsegg has 
anything to say about it, it'll end with 
the 500-mph Jesko—at least until 
the Swedish masterminds decide to 
drop their next masterpiece. 

Sporting a thoroughly improved, 
twin-turbo flat-plane V-8 engine 
good for 1,280 hp (1,600 hp on 
E85) and an all-new nine-speed 
multiclutch, cog-jumping Light 
Speed transmission designed entirely 
in-house, the Jesko promises not 
only incredible track performance 
but also brilliant road manners. Its 
Triplex suspension, now on both 
ends of the car, helos combat squat 
during acceleration and maintain ride 
height under the more than 2,200 
pounds of downforce the Jesko can 
generate at speed. 

A new carbon-fiber and aluminum 
tub that’s slightly longer and 
higher than previous Koenigseggs 
yields just enough extra head- and 
legroom while retaining the insane 
rigidity required at the pointy end of 
performance. Four-wheel steering 
increases agility at low speeds 
and stability at high speeds, and 
extensive aerodynamics help glue 


the Jesko to the asphalt, from the 
monstrous rear wing to the deep 
splitter and even the wraparound 
windshield, which helps reduce lift and 
provide clean air to the rear wing. 

But it’s the creature comforts that 
make the Jesko really outdo the other 
Koenigseggs you'll meet, including a 
re-engineered take on the dihedral 
synchro-helix door hinge (say that 
three times fast) that makes it easier 
to get in and out; a cabin swathed 
in leather, Alcantara, carbon fiber, 
aluminum, and glass; and naturally, a 
selection of colors and materials for 
nearly anything should the owner 
choose. Driver-centric even given its 
grand touring intentions, the Jesko 
features a fully adjustable seat, 
steering column, and pedal box. The 
new SmartWheel steering wheel 
houses two small touchscreens, 
allowing for direct control of audio, 
phone, ride height, cruise control, and 
more, complete with haptic feedback. 

The roughly $3 million Koenigsegg 
Jesko was unveiled at the 2019 
Geneva show and was sold out of its 
entire 125-unit build run before the 
show had ended. Better luck with 
the next one! 


Hispano- 
Suiza 
Carmen, 
Maguari 


ON SALE: 
2021 (est) 
BASE PRICE: 
$1 million (est) 


It's been a while since а 

new Hispano-Suiza roamed 
our fair streets. Like, a long 
while—the last production 
Hispano-Suiza rolled off 

the factory floor in the late 
1950s. Perhaps buoyed by the 
success of modern Bugatti, 
various attempts have been 
made to resurrect the defunct 
opanish marque famed for 

its ultra-luxe, high-speed 
cruisers. A few stillborn 
concepts popped up in the 
last decade, but more recently, 
two distinct startups have 
brought the name back. One is 
Germany-based Hispano Suiza 
Automobilmanufaktur, which 
unveiled the Audi R8-based 
Maguari HS1 GTC concept 
this year with 1,085 hp. 
However, the Barcelona-based 
Hispano-Suiza Cars appears 
to be more historically correct, 
considering the company's 
opanish origin. That Hispano- 
ouiza showed off the all- 
electric Carmen hyper-GT 
at this year's Geneva auto 
show, packing a tremendous 
1,005 hp and a conservative 
248 miles of range from 

the T-shaped battery pack. 
Regardless of heritage, expect 
a seven-figure price tag for 
each resurrected Hispano- 
ouiza—that is, if they ever 
reach production. 


Maguari 


2021 


Pininfarina 


Battista 


ON SALE: 
Now 

BASE PRICE: 
$2 million (est) 


Ld 


This is the Pininfarina Battista, 
and although it may look like a 
tarted-up Ferrari (our Robert 
Cumberford gave it his By 
Design once-over in our July 
2019 issue), it's actually based 
on a platform codeveloped 
with Croatian electric hypercar 
maker Rimac. Oh, and it packs 
nearly 1,900 hp in its sleek 
form. What does 1,874 hp 

(and 1,696 lb-ft of torque) 
equate to in real-world terms? 
The Battista can hit 60 mph 

in an estimated 1.9 seconds, 
100 mph in 4.5 seconds, and 
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186 mph in 11.8 seconds. If 
youre the drag racing type, 
the quarter mile will flash by 
in 9.1 seconds. Despite the 
otherworldly acceleration 
stats, top speed is a rather 
tame (relatively speaking) 
218 mph. Of course, it does 
that with a single gear ratio 
and a motor for each wheel. 
Pininfarina will build just 

150 examples (only 50 of 
which are earmarked for 
North America) with the 
first deliveries coming to 
the U.S. in 2021. 
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2023 
Lagonda 
All-Terrain 


2022 (est) 


$175,000 (est) $1 million (est) 


Aston Martin wants Lagonda М One of the most striking 
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“to be the world’s first 


zero-emissions luxury brand.” 


If the Lagonda All-Terrain 
concept that bowed at the 
2019 Geneva show is any 
indication, we're not betting 
against it. The concept’s 
design takes advantage 

of batteries mounted low 

in the floor to help pull off 

a sleek nose effect that 
rakes into a tall, massive 
body. The greenhouse is 
low and tight on that body, 
recalling Aston Rapide 
proportions, and the overall 
effect is of a raised station 
wagon—er, shooting brake, 
er, crossover. The cabin 
features British wools, silks, 
and cashmere, as well as an 
ignition key that levitates 

in place between the front 
seats via electromagnets. 
Aston provided no details on 
the battery pack or motor, 
though it claims production 
will commence in Wales in 
2022. Aston Martin invites 


you to "register your interest" 


at lagonda.com. 





R1S 


Plymouth, Michigan- 
based Rivian beat Tesla 
to the electric pickup 
truck punch with the 
launch of its RTT during 
the 2018 L.A. Auto Show. 
It followed that up with 
the announcement of its 
second future offering, 
the R1S SUV. In its 
configuration equipped 
with a 155-kW-hr battery 
pack, the R11 boasts 
750 hp all-in, produced 


by the electric motors 
that drive each wheel, 
and a massive 825 lb-ft 
of torque. A 180-kW-hr 
version is also available, 
and although it "only" 
produces 700 hp, Rivian 
claims the truck will be 
capable of traveling more 
than 400 miles on 

a charge. 

The startup has 
garnered interest from 
Fortune 500 companies, 
namely Ford and Amazon, 
which have invested $500 
million and $700 million 
in Rivian, respectively. 
Ford plans to use Rivian's 
skateboard platform to 
build its own electric 
vehicle, and although 
Rivian will remain an 
independent company for 
now, Ford's president of 
automotive, Joe Hinrichs, 
will join the board. 


Late 2020 


$69,000/$72,500 
(RIRIS) 





new entries for 2020 is the 
all-electric GTE supercar. 
Created by Drako Motors, a 
Texas-based auto engineering 
startup founded in 2015 by 
three tech entrepreneurs, the 
all-wheel-drive GTE has four 
permanent-magnet hybrid 
synchronous motors (225 kW 
each) turning out a combined 
1,200 horsepower—enough 
for blistering acceleration 

and a claimed top speed of 
206 mph. Brembo carbon- 
ceramic brakes and, in road 
configuration, Michelin 


Pilot Sport 45 tires add to 
the extreme performance. 
More important, the GTE 
incorporates the company’s 
proprietary Drako DriveOS, a 
software system that replaces 
conventional mechanical axle 
differentials with computer- 
managed four-wheel torque 
vectoring; the motor at each 
wheel can be instantly and 
independently controlled for 
maximum traction, stability, 
and handling responsiveness. 
The entire system is 
controlled by a single ECU, 
making it far less complex 
than the computer networks 
in most modern vehicles. 
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2022 al ШЙ, „а 
Piech 
Mark 
Zero 


2022 (est) 


$300,000 (est) 


Mark Zero 


2021 sale in China. But the car will 
take an interesting route to 
= American roads given that it will 
The Piëch Mark Zero Qia ntu K50 be homologated by California- 
TE if oR ê р М | | based Mullen Technologies. 
all-electric gran turismo У Ц еп The car will arrive as a knock- 
| down kit of sorts and then be 


, the styli ich i 
and yes, the styling reassembled by Mullen, which is 


seems an agglomeration Late 2020 (est) aiming to improve on the K50's 
of ideas borrowed from claimed 200-mile range and 2] 
the Jaguar F-Type, $80,000 (est) 


0-60 time of 4.2 seconds as it 


Mercedes-AMG GT, Aston 
makes the changes necessary for 


DB11, and others. Here's 


mE " Sooner or later, Chinese-branded the dual-motor car with torque 
what's different: Piéch | , , 
, , cars will probably be a thing here. vectoring and roughly 430 total 
Automotive AG claims р | 
NEE If the majority of them are like the system horsepower to meet U.S. 
9 3 Qiantu K50, we'd be OK with that. regulations. If all goes according to 
battery supplier can make я " 
Pronounced roughly as "jhan-tu, plan, Mullen aims to have the K50 
a power cell that produces | 
| | the К50 is а two-seat, luxury- available for sale by the second 
little heat during use and | | 
trimmed, electric sports coupe on half of 2020 in select markets. 


charging. That means 

the battery pack can be 
charged from nil to 80 
percent in five minutes, 

or so says Piéch. Fully 
charged, range is expected 
to be 500 miles, and the 
batteries power three 201- 
hp electric motors (two 
rear, one front) for a GT- 
appropriate 605 hp total. 
And yes, it's that Piéch: 
Company co-founder 
Anton Piéch is grandson to 
the late Ferry Porsche and 
one of famed Porsche 917 
and Audi Quattro engineer 
Ferdinand Piéch's 10 
children. First deliveries are 
expected in 2022. 
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Audi's electrified push starts 
gaining power 


E-Iton, E-lren Gl, QS 


E-Tron: Now 
E-Tron GT: Late 2020 (est) 
Q5: Now 


E-Tron: $74,800 
E-Tron GT: $70,000 (est) 
(252055995 


about to get very, 
very interesting in the electric 
vehicle space. The choices 
are multiplying rapidly. The 
competition will be fierce. And 
the future is far from assured. 
Audi, for one, has made it 
quite clear that, come what 
may, it's charging ahead (pun 
intended) into the electrified 
fray. When your longtime 
mantra roughly translates 
to ^being ahead through 
technology" (aka Vorsprung 
durch Technik), it’s probably a 
good idea to at least be in the 
thick of the electric revolution. 

It's also not a bad thing 

to make your first true 
production EV a crossover 
given where the market is 
today, as Audi has done with 
its 2019 E-Tron that's been 
rolling into U.S. dealerships 
at slightly less than $75,000 
to start. In fact, you're really 
going to need to know your 


Audis in order to discern 
whether the E-Tron isn't 

just another fancy Q-badged 
model from the outside. Get 
behind the wheel, though, 
and you'll know it from the 
second you hit the go pedal 
and 414 Ib-ft of torque greets 
you from О rpm, thanks to a 
95-kW-hr battery pack feeding 
125-kW front and 140-kKW 
rear motors. With 355 peak 
horsepower on tap, Audi says 
the E-Tron can motor to 60 
mph in 5.5 seconds. We hear 
a performance version of the 
E-Iron is on the way soon, 
which will no doubt be even 
faster and more agile. 

Range for the midsize 
crossover checks in at an 
EPA-estimated 204 miles to 
a charge, which isn't class 
leading, but Audi claims the 
E-Tron can gain as much as 54 
miles of range in 10 minutes 
when connected to a 150-kKW 


OI 





DC charging port—when you 
can find one, that is. The good 
news is that when you do, 
Audi offers 1,000 kW-hr of free 
charging for owners via the 
Electrify America network. 
The E-Tron is serving as the 
vanguard of multiple E-Tron- 
badged models to come from 
Audi, including what are 
expected to be production 
versions of the E-Tron GT 
sedan and Q4 E-Tron 
crossover concepts the 


automaker recently rolled out 
onto auto show stages. We're 
particularly smitten with the 
2021 E-Tron GT, and it's easy 
to understand why given that 
it will be tuned by Audi Sport, 
is expected to push as much as 
590 horsepower, and should 
be able to touch 60 mph in as 
little as 3.4 seconds. 

Then there's the supercar, 
the King Kong of the E-Tron 
clan previewed in the form 
of the РВ18 E-Tron concept 
Audi unveiled at last year's 
Monterey Car Week. The PB18 
was meant as an homage to 
Audi's innovative R18 E-Tron 
hybrid race cars, only with a 
fully electrified powertrain. 
The four-ring crew was 


throwing around 0-60 times of 


less than 2 seconds, 612 lb-ft 
of total system torque, and 
more than 300 miles of range. 
It remains to be seen whether 
Audi will actually produce 
something like it, but we 




















E-Iron GT 


wouldn't be shocked (yes, we 
went there again) if it did. 
The sure bet, though, is that 
Audi will follow through on its 
pledge to electrify 25 percent 
of its lineup by 2025 through 
its E-Trons; plug-in hybrid 
versions (to be badged TFSI e) 
of several of its mainstream 
models that should supply 20 
to 30 miles of pure electric 
range when fully charged; 


PB18 E-Tron Concept 


and cars equipped with 
supplemental 48-volt systems 
designed to reduce the load on 
traditional powertrains. On the 
cabin tech side, Audi continues 
with its Virtual Cockpit, in 
addition to a new generation 
of its MMI infotainment 
system, which is highlighted 
by a haptic touchscreen setup. 
In case you were wondering, 
Audi still makes cars that 
burn fossil fuels only, and it's 
in the process of launching 
the updated version of its 
Q3 compact crossover for 
the U.S. market, with a more 
powerful 228-horse 2.0-liter 
turbo-four paired with an eight- 
speed automatic transmission. 
On its heels will be a face- 
lifted Q7 full-size crossover 
that's expected to crib elements 
of the Q8’s exterior design as 
the primary update. 





NEW AND FUTURE CARS 


Audi Sport is also pushing 
ahead with its plan to bring 
more hyped-up RS cars here 
to America, and we anticipate 
that new versions of the 

RS6 and RS7 will be here 
sometime in 2020. Rumors 
suggest the RS" will still come 
with Audi's wicked 4.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-8 under the 
hood pushing 600-plus horses, 
with a hybridized version 
potentially in the mix later in 
its life cycle. Another rumor 
making the rounds is that the 
RS6 might actually arrive in 
Avant form, which is good 
news for enthusiasts pining 
away for more wagons. On the 
crossover side, we hear that 
the Q3 and Q8 will get RS- 
tuned versions as well, which 
would bookend Audi's U.S. 
crossover lineup with a couple 
of super models. AM 
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2021 
ASTON 
MARTIN 
VALHALLA 


| ate 2021 


$1.1 million (est) 


just the stuff of Norse 
legend—it’s the name of Aston Martin’s 
Valkyrie-inspired road car. Built around 
a turbocharged V-6 hybrid drive system, 
Aston has promised the Valhalla will 
surpass first-gen hypercars like the 


Porsche 918 Spyder and Ferrari LaFerrari 


in terms of power. Still about two years 
from production, the Valhalla will 





borrow from Aston’s existing ultra- 
high-performance track cars, nabbing 
the Vulcan’s sealed oil system for better 
lubrication under g-load, while the 
chassis and bodywork are all carbon 
fiber. An adaptive suspension will be the 
key to helping the AM-RB 003 make the 
transition to road-worthy Valhalla. 

Aston Martin’s future isn’t all 
hypercars, however, and it’s not even all 
Aston Martin. Its Lagonda subbrand is 
making a return, and it’s likely to do so 
first with something like the Lagonda 
All-Terrain Concept. We expect to learn 
more as 2022 draws nearer. 

But the gang from Gaydon won't leave 
it there. The next Vanquish is expected 
to go mid-engine. Instead of a carbon- 
fiber chassis and body, expect bonded 
aluminum to be the main medium. 


0 
ALFA ROMEO 
TONALE 


Mid 2020 (est) 


$35,000 (est) 


been worryingly quiet as 

of late. We haven’t had a new production 
debut from the Italian brand since the 
Stelvio SUV in 2016, but we've heard 
plenty of rumors regarding the future. 
For one, the Tonale concept, which 
previews a sub-Stelvio crossover, is all 
but inevitable. But we’re more focused 
on rumors of a forthcoming GTV coupe 
and the return of the range-topping 
8C super-GT. The former is said to be 
an all-wheel-drive coupe based on the 
existing Giulia platform, packing 600 
hp from a hybridized twin-turbo V-6, 
at least according to a slide from Alfa’s 
presentation on its five-year plan. 

We're big fans of the current Giulia 
Quadrifoglio, and a hard-charging 
two-door would suit the platform 
well, especially if the reports of torque 
vectoring and 50/50 weight distribution 
are true. Slated for a 2022 release, the 
GTV would duke it out with the future 
BMW M4 and Mercedes-AMG C 63 S. 





In the same five-year plan, Alfa 
revealed that an 8C (below) was in 
the works. The original 2008 8C was a 
pretty, limited production mishmash of 
Maserati, Ferrari, and Alfa Romeo parts 
that was allegedly better to look at and 
listen to than actually drive. The 2022 
8C will be mid-engine, likely built 
around a carbon-fiber monocoque like 
the smaller 4C's. About 700 hp is said 
to come from a hybridized twin-turbo 
V-8, presumably plucked from Maserati 
or Ferrari's fleet, and sent to all four 
wheels like the aforementioned GTV. 

For those who can't afford to drop 
six figures or need a bit more space, 
the unrevealed 2021 Tonale crossover 
should scratch the Alfa itch. Expect it 
to be a scaled-down Stelvio, packing 
the same 2.0-liter turbo-four and 
eight-speed automatic transmission. 
Prices should undercut the Stelvio, as 
well, likely starting somewhere in the 
mid-$30,000 range. Front-wheel drive 
and electrification are possibilities, 
considering the Tonale’s market and 
price point. Look for a debut sometime 
later this year or early 2020. 
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Bentley 


Continental GT 
Convertible, Flying Spur 


ON SALE: 

Continental GT Convertible: Now 
Flying Spur: Late 2019 

BASE PRICE: 

Continental GT Convertible: $198,500 
Flying Spur: $225,000 (est) 


As Bentley celebrates its centenary, it 
seems fitting that the first new car of its 
second century is the 2020 Continental 
GT Convertible—after all, it was the 
original Continental GT that set the pace 
for modern Bentleys back in 2003. 

Bentley has embraced the marque's 
sporting history by making the new 
Continental GT a much more dynamic 
car than its predecessor. The Conti uses 
Volkswagen Group's MSB platform, the 
same one that underpins the Porsche 
Panamera, and has cutting-edge features 
such as a fast-acting 48-volt Dynamic Ride 
control system and Bentley's first active 
torque-vectoring all-wheel-drive system. 

And there's no shortage of torque to 
vector. The new Continental GT offers a 
choice of twin-turbo powerplants, either 
а 542-hp V-8 or a new and improved 
626-hp W-12 backed by a dual-clutch 
automatic. Jethro Bovingdon, our man 
in Britain, fell in love with the new 


Continental GT Convertible, lauding 
not just its handling and ride quality 
(not to mention lack of cowl or column 
shake) but also its pure Bentley-ness. 
"It makes you feel special at walking 
pace, the materials and interior design 
are gorgeous, and it eats miles with a 
calmness derived from its effortlessly 
muscular motor," he wrote. “Yet when 
the road gets interesting, the Conti can 
up its game and really get stuck in.” 

With the Continental GT already at 
dealerships, there's an all-new Flying 
Spur on deck. Despite a 5.1-inch 
wheelbase stretch, the new Flying Spur 
retains its basic profile, the biggest 
visual changes being to the front and 
rear lights, along with a sharpening 
of the bodyside creases. The new 
retractable *Flying B" hood ornament is 
a not so subtle play off of Rolls-Royce's 
hideaway Spirit of Ecstasy. 

The styling changes are subtle, but 
the mechanical alterations to the Flying 
Spur are myriad. It follows the Conti 
onto the MSB platform and shares the 
same dynamic improvements, including 
the 48-volt Dynamic Ride suspension, 
improved W-12 engine, and torque- 
vectoring all-wheel drive. But the Flying 
Spur goes further, becoming the first 
Bentley to offer four-wheel steering 
to increase both maneuverability and 
stability. Bentley promises a 0-60 time 
of 3.7 seconds and a 207-mph top speed, 
so the Flying Spur should please its 
owners whether they drive themselves 
or hire a chauffeur. 





NEW AND FUTURE CARS 


As with the Continental GT, the Flying 
Spurs interior features the best of the best 
in both materials and electronic driver 
aids. The cabin's centerpiece is Bentley's 
three-sided rotating display, which rolls 
to show either the 12.3-inch touchscreen, 

a trio of analog gauges, or a veneer panel 
that matches the dash (offering what 
Bentley calls a *digital detox"). Buyers 

will, of course, be able to create their own 
bespoke Flying Spur through the company's 
Mulliner personalization program. 





Once the Flying Spur reaches 
dealerships, what next? Expect to see 
a slew of Continental and Flying Spur 
variants, badged as Speed and other 3l 
low-volume, high-performance trims. 

As far as new models, speculation has 
centered around a grand touring sports 
car along the lines of the EXP 10 Speed 

6 and EXP 12 Speed 6e concepts, in 
coupe and convertible variants. Billed as 

a smaller alternative to the Continental, 
the concepts used plug-in hybrid and all- 
electric powertrains, with Barnato (after 
legendary Bentley Boy Woolf Barnato) 
rumored as the name for the possible 
production model. But so far, the car has 
yet to materialize. The marque’s leadership 
is also reportedly considering a larger 
sport utility to slot in above the existing 
Bentayga, which it thinks would do well in 
America and China. Bentley also promises 
that all Bentley models will offer a plug-in 
variant by 2025. 

What Bentley is said to have ruled out 
in the future: a range-topping supercar, 
an SUV smaller than the Bentayga, and 
a small all-electric car. CEO Adrian 
Hallmark has confirmed Bentley is not 
looking to pursue the low-volume, pure 
sports car segment, sales of which are 
susceptible to sudden downturns in the 
economy. We look forward to seeing how 
Bentley attacks its second century. AM 
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issues are blood 
in the water to the German sharks 
of the luxury market, and with the 
Audi E-Tron and Mercedes EQC 
crossovers already here, BMW's 
iNext is what's, well, next. We first 
saw the iNext concept last fall, 
and as photographs of the first 
production prototypes show, the 
originally funky styling has been 
toned down to reveal a slightly 
more conventional-looking all- 
wheel-drive crossover. Expected 
to arrive in 2021, the iNext (which 
is rumored to be called i5 when 
it reaches production) will be 
powered by BMW's next-gen 
electric powertrain, will boast a 
range of nearly 400 miles, and will 
essentially serve as the brand's 
technology flagship. As such, the 
iNext will also be a pioneer for 
BMW on the autonomous stage, 
with Level 3 capability being 
the current goal for customer 
versions. BMW says it will also 
put a test fleet of 500 iNext EVs 
on global roads in 2021 with 
autonomous, fully self-driving 
Level 4 and 5 tech aboard and 
expects international regulations 


iNext Up 


Concept previews coming all- 
electric BMW crossover 


ib: 2021 (est); 7 Series: Now; X7: Now 


ib: $80,000 (est); 7 Series: $87,445; X7: $74,895 





will be compliant by that time. 
BMW views the iNext as an 
essential part of its product 
plan, with CEO Harald Krüger 
saying, “The iNext project will 
provide our building blocks 
for the future, from which the 
entire company and all of its 
brands are set to benefit.” 
Despite claiming to have 
invented the luxury SUV 
segment with the first- 
generation X5, BMW has 
seemingly been content to leave 
the full-size luxe SUV class to 
German competitors such as 
the Mercedes-Benz GLS and 
Audi Q7. But no more. With this 
year’s launch of the 2019 BMW Б ' pem 
X7, the Munich-based brand 
has stepped into the people- 
moving fray and is throwing 
punches. More of a lifted 7 
Series luxo-cocoon than a bigger 
sport-tuned X5, the X7 we drove 
wasn't the sharpest ute we've 
piloted, but that's to be expected 
from any near-three-ton SUV. 
Available powertrains are a 
335-hp 3.0-liter turbocharged 
straight-six and a 456-hp 


iNext 
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4.4-liter twin-turbo V-8, both 
paired to an eight-speed 
automatic. If you want more, 
wait for the introduction of the 
X7 M50i, which bumps the V-8's 
power to 523 hp and can shift 
100 percent of that grunt to the 
rear wheels. Even the weaker 
engine gets the hulking X7 to 60 
mph in less than 6 seconds. If 
you have a real use for a seven- 
person lounge on wheels lined 
with leather and wood, the X7 is 
worth consideration. 


^T | 
Bar 





7 Series X7 


Take a look at the refreshed 
2020 BMW 7 Series alongside 
its 2019 forebear, and all 
youre really likely to notice 
are the 40 percent larger front 
kidney grilles. Pretty they're 
not, but they do hint at the 
increased power BMW has 
found from its 4.4-liter twin- 
turbo V-8 (now up to 523 hp 
and 553 Ib-ft of torque). Other 





improvements include a new 
voice recognition setup for the 
car's infotainment system and 
Extended Traffic Jam Assistant, 
which is happy to chauffeur 
the driver at speeds up to 37 
mph as long as it determines 
said driver's eyes are looking at 
the road ahead. Other changes 
to the lineup include the new 
745e plug-in hybrid, which 
pairs an electric motor with a 
3.0-liter turbocharged inline- 
six for 389 horsepower and 
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35 miles of pure EV driving. 
But you're an enthusiast, 
you say! In that case, there's 
the 2020 Alpina B7, which 
boosts the 4.4-liter V-8 to 600 
horsepower and 590 Ib-ft. 
In this rarefied air, the price 
shouldn't concern you, but 
if you must know, it starts 
at $142,695 and should be 
available to order now. 





V Is for 
What 
Now? 


In which milder V 
models replace 
the V-Sports 








CT4-V: Late 2020; CT5-V: Early 2020 


CT4-V: $42,000 (est); CT5-V: $50,000 (est) 


Cadillac’s newton-meter 


badging confusing, wait until you get a load 
of its new sedan strategy. The two surviving 
sedans would seem easy to categorize, with 


the Cadillac CT4 replacing the luxury- 
compact ATS and the CT5 replacing the 
luxury-midsize CTS. The full-size CT6— 
Cadillac's best and most advanced car in 
decades—ends production in January. 
Both CT4 and CT5 carry forth on an 
updated version of the rear-wheel-drive 


Alpha platform. The CT4 is about 0.8 inch 
wider but has roughly the same wheelbase 
and approximately the same overall length 
as the ATS (Cadillac has been vague with 
specs thus far), though with a better rear- 
seat package made possible by a redesign 
of the interior. The CT5 is 1.7 inches shorter 


overall than the outgoing CTS, but its 
wheelbase has stretched by 1.4 inches. 


The CT4 remains in the same size catego- 


ry as the BMW 9 and 4 Series and Mer- 
cedes C-Class, though Cadillac says main 


competitors for its 2020 CT4-V are the en- 
try-compact front-drive Audi A3, Mercedes 


A-/CLA-Classes, and the upcoming rear- 
drive BMW 2 Series Gran Coupe. 
similarly, Cadillac names the BMW 


M340i, Audi 54, and Mercedes-AMG C 43 
and not the more powerful М5501 or AMG 


E 53 as competition for its 2020 CT5-V. 


Why? Cadillac has retreated from taking on 
the Germans directly in prestige and price 
point in favor of its old bargain-premium 
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strategy. These two mild V models 
replace the V-Sports (see Mercedes- 
AMG’s 43 and 53 variants), with high- 
performance “track-model” Vs coming 
later. Cadillac slipped camouflaged CT4 
and CT5 “track” models on the circuit 
before last June's Belle Isle Grand Prix, 
showing off cars with more aggressive 
spoilers, grilles, and black wheels. 
They're expected to come with Cadillac's 
exclusive Blackwing 4.2-liter twin-turbo 


V-8, which until now was assigned to just 


the lame-duck CT6-V. 

There are no plans for a two-door 
CT4 as of now, says the model’s chief 
engineer, Rob Kotarak, and we don't 
expect a manual transmission option 
for any variant of either car, though the 
track models could get the mid-engine 
Corvette's dual-clutch transmission. 

“The 10-speed was obviously the 
ultimate match" for the CT4-V, which of 
course will come with paddle shifters, 
Kotarak says. Cadillac will add a semi- 
autonomous Super Cruise option to '21 
CT4s and CT5s. 

Those inscrutable newton-meter 
badges appearing on the rear deck 
of the new Caddies could be used as 


CT5-V 
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nomenclature delineating the standard Vs 
from the track models. The 2020 Cadillac 


CT4-V’s “500” badge refers to the 369 
lb-ft (500 Nm) of torque generated by its 


2.7-liter turbo-four, which also makes 320 
hp. The engine is a version of the 2.5-liter 


naturally aspirated Chevrolet Colorado/ 
GMC Canyon engine and features a 
three-step sliding camshaft to optimize 
performance at different speeds. 

The CT5-V will come with a 3.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-6 making 355 horsepower 
and 400 Ib-ft of torque (rounded up to 
550 Nm). The standard engine on the 


base Cadillac CT5 is a 2.0-liter turbo-four. 


The two Vs are more balanced for ride 


and handling, Kotarak says. In the CT4-V, 


a new upper shock mount will replace 
an upper jounce-bump mount for more 


suspension travel. Both Vs will come with 


next-gen MagneRide 4.0 dampers and be 
the first offered with all-wheel drive. 

summer tires come with RWD V 
models, and AWD versions get all- 
seasons. After these sedans debut, the 
all-new 2021 Escalade, finally with 
independent rear suspension and design 
cues from the Escala concept, reclaims 
the mantle as the marques flagship. 
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2020 Chevrolet Corvette 


[he mid-engine C8 is finally here 


| ate 2019 










If you fervently believe the only real 
Corvette is a front-engine Corvette, get 
yourself to a Chevrolet dealership “toot 
sweet" and grab one of the last of the Cie, 
Considering how sales have dropped off 
since its 2014 model-year introduction, 
typical of a sports car, there ought to be 

a few lingering on dealer lots by the time 
the mid-engine 2020 Chevrolet Corvette 
Stingray goes on sale late this year. 

General Motors has done all it could do 
with the front-engine Corvette, and tradi- 
tionalists who don't understand why Chevy 
engineers would move the Corvette's V-8 
from up front to between the seats and the 
rear axle—allowing for more usable power 
and a better polar moment of inertia— will 
probably hold onto whatever variety of 
C5-C7 they own for the rest of their lives. 
The new C8 is designed for a different sort 
of enthusiast. Let's say, upper-middle-man- 
agement Silicon Valley types, or entrepre- 
neurs who want a dynamic daily driver 
to complement a garage full of Ferraris, 
Mercedes-Benzes, and Teslas. 

“We have some data to show we will 
appeal to younger, more affluent con- 
sumers" with the C8, says Tadge Juechter, 
chief engineer and leader of the self-styled 
Corvette Academy of engineers and design- 
ers. But these consumer data support the 
design change rather than dictate it. Man- 
agement began talking seriously of taking 
the Corvette mid-engine some 15 years ago, 
after nine concepts that studied the po- 
tential of making the essential change the 
car's first chief engineer, Zora Arkus-Dun- 
tov, had wanted since the 1950s. 

Whereas the C7 looks like an evolution 
of the C6, which looks like an evolution of 
the C5, the C8 is distinguished foremost 
by its cab-forward design and telltale air 
intakes at the leading edge of the rear 
quarter panels. They help form character 
lines that extend into the doors, and at 
the top, forward-most edge of those lines, 
designers hid the car's door handles. Mean- 
while, there are two radiators in front, plus 
fans and heat exchangers behind the rear 
air intakes for improved cooling. (Engine 


temperature has been a hot-button topic in 
Corvette circles for several years.) 

The rear spoiler/wing, connected to the 
rear deck in its center, directs dirty air 
off of the rear glass and out through the 
spoiler's openings on either side. Mean- 
while, the mid-engine layout not only 
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Confidence in Motion 


helps keep you safe. Plus, you can drive in confidence knowing Subaru 
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shifts weight to the rear of the 
car while providing better han- 
dling and more traction around 
corners but also provides 20 per- 
cent more traction when the car 
launches from a standstill. “Peak 
gs at launch goes from about 0.7 
to more than 1 =” Juechter says. 

The car's steering column is 
much shorter and the windshield 
is much closer to the front axle 
because “having a cab-forward 
design is a big enabler in aerody- 
namic downforce.” 

Despite being slightly short- 
er overall than a Porsche 911, 
the C7's long hood has always 
come off as more muscle car 
than sports car, even though its 
compact small-block V-8 allowed 
for a 3.5-degree slope from the 
bottom of the windshield to the 
front axle centerline. Now its 
windshield slopes down closer to 
the front axle at nearly 5 degrees 
and takes good advantage of the 
layout's natural front downforce. 

The mid-engine layout allows 
no space for structural members 
between the wheels and the 
pedal box, making the left-front 
wheel placement dictate the 
driver's dead pedal position. 
(Wheel/tire size is 245/35 19-inch 
front, 305/30 20-inch rear.) But 
there's more space between the 
seats and rear bulkhead, so the 
seats recline 17 degrees, up from 





9 degrees in the old car, and 
there's an additional inch of 
rearward seat travel. 

As we first reported a couple 
of years ago, the 6.2-liter 
small-block V-8 will be the 
only engine offered at the start 
of production. Chevrolet has 
reworked it to breathe better, 
Juechter says. With a new 
camshaft and its 11.5:1 com- 
pression ratio, horsepower and 
torque will be up from the 2018 
Corvette Gran Sport's 460 and 
465, respectively, though as of 
press time, GM had released no 
details. Both numbers should 
begin with a five, at least. The 
engine is positioned lower in 
the car, and the composite 
dry sump with three scavenge 
pumps is located forward of the 
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engine. The crankcase faces the 
rear, and there are four-into-one 
exhaust headers. 

An unfortunate aspect of the 
mid-engine placement is that 
the V-8's accessory drive is locat- 
ed directly behind the passenger 
bulkhead. Corvette Academy 
engineers proscribed a 9mm- 
thick window between the cabin 
and the engine compartment to 
filter out the undesirable noise 
and added a composite-material 
sound tube that routes appeal- 
ing exhaust noise from the back 
of the engine into the cabin. 

The Corvette Stingray coupe 
will be the only body style at 
launch. It features a removable 
targa top that can be painted 
body color or made in carbon 
fiber or clear; it fits in the 
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rear storage area behind the 
longitudinally placed engine. 
The trunk also accommodates 
two golf bags, Juechter says, 
though he didn't reveal its cubic 
footage. The front trunk, or 
“frunk,” is 5 cubic feet and good 
for cooler items, like five cases of 
beer—just keep them locked in 
there until you reach your final 
destination. The camera for the 
next-generation rearview mirror, 
with zoom and wide-angle 
capabilities, is placed at the top 
of the hatch lid to “let you see 
the blind spots.” 

The 2020 Corvette Stingray 
retains the C7’s aluminum 
chassis construction and 
combination of fiberglass and 
carbon-fiber body panels, 
though it incorporates key 
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There's virtually no 
EM molded plastic inside, 
: e mee Juechter says. Seat 
choices are GT1, GT2, 


and Competition. As in 
the C7, there's a fully 
reconfigurable display 
with lap recorder. Front 
audio woofers have 
ported covers in place 


Q of speaker grilles to 
mitigate vibration. 


WA) CHEVROLET 
| BLAZER 
МЕ; \ | sl ON SALE: 
= Now 
die-castings in the world, so we BASE PRICE: 
decided to become experts.” $34,495 
The tall aluminum center 
tunnel is one solid piece with 
no holes, providing a practical 
structural benefit—but, you 
guessed it, the C8 has no manual 
gearbox option. The new car will 
be available only with an eight- 
speed dual-clutch transmission. 
Although Tremec will supply it, 
the wet-clutch 8DCT is another 
GM exclusive. First and second 
gears are very low, Juechter says, 
but the car will always launch 
structural changes necessary for The Corvette’s traditional in first. Second through sixth We’ve already featured Chevy’s 
a mid-engine car. Designing a transverse leaf springs will are close-ratio, with seventh and latest Blazer in a previous issue, 
mid-engine саг with a targa top пої package under the care eighth being overdrive gears. but we'd be remiss if we didn't 
meant Juechter's team had to new transmission, meaning Juechter is mum on the issues mention the first new Blazer in a 
engineer a stiff, robust chassis. customers who have long of rumored future C8s like a decade—or 14 years if you don't 
Ferrari typically makes only called for coil-over suspension  1,000-horsepower twin-turbo count the TrailBlazer. Unlike the 
hardtop versions of its mid- finally get their wish. This Zora, a hybrid with electrically body-on-frame four-wheeling 
engine models available to the all gives the C8 a “trusslike driven front wheels, a fully elec- Blazers of yore, the latest 
press, Juechter notes, because structure,’ Juechter says, tric e- Ray, or even whether there iteration 15 a car-based crossover, 
the convertibles suffer severe with aluminum thickness will be a convertible version. He aimed more at empty nesters who 
cowl shake. To this end, the C8 varying by necessity, made of is confident the 2020 Chevrolet would like a non-SS Camaro but 
maintains the C5’s-C7’s robust high-pressure die-castings, Corvette Stingray will take the require more space and comfort. 
center tunnel and rocker panels, manufactured by GM rather fight squarely to Porsche's 911. Yes, it's best to think of this as 
but not the bumper-to-bumper than outside suppliers. ^There “We have to be fully competent a Camaro-flavored SUV, without 
longitudinal beam. were not enough high-pressure with our first shot;" he says. AM much of the muscle car's, well, 
muscle. It does look the part, 
with angular styling and an 
interior chock-full of Camaro 
trim. Out on the road, it's a nice- 
riding, neutral-handling soft- 
roader that slots in perfectly with 
segment mates Ford Edge and 
Honda Passport. It's reasonably 
priced, as well, starting at 
$34,495, but be careful with that 
order form—you only run out of 
options above the $50,000 mark. 
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FERRARI PUROSANGUE, FORD BRONCO SCOUT: ANDREI AVARVARII 


Purosangue 


Ferrar 


Purosangue, F8 Tributo, 


SF9O Stradale 


Purosangue: 2022 
F8 Tributo: Now 
SF90 Stradale: Now 


Purosangue: $250,000 (est) 
F8 Tributo: $274,280 
SF 90 Stradale: $650,000 (est) 


about a Ferrari 
sport ute seemingly forever, 
and it's still approximately 
three years away from 
production in 2022, but 
Maranello first-ever SUV— 
the manufacturer prefers the 
acronym FUV, natch—officially 
has a name: Purosangue 
(*Thoroughbred" in Italian). 
It will arrive with a front- 
mid-engine platform and 
hybrid drive technology, the 
latter being something that 
will proliferate increasingly 
throughout the marque's 
lineup. While an SUV might 
seem antithetical to Ferrari's 
ethos, the good news is that 


Maranello knows it must— 
and plans to— deliver the 
world's fastest. 

Meanwhile, Ferrari will 
replace the 488 GTB with 
the slick 2020 F8 Tributo; 
the company brings back its 
traditional four-taillamp look 
and adds a louvered engine 
cover. The F8 uses the 488 
Pista's 3.9-liter twin-turbo 
V-8 with 710 hp and 568 Ib-ft 
of torque—increases of 49 
hp and 7 Ib-ft over the GTB. 
Weighing 88 pounds less 
than a standard 488, and 
along with the extra grunt, it 
will race from О to 60 mph 
in about 2.8 seconds with a 
Pista-equaling top speed of 
211 mph. We haven’t driven it 
yet but have no doubt it will 
be nothing less than thrilling. 
Expect deliveries to begin late 
this year or in early 2020. 

There’s also the just- 
announced SF90 Stradale, 
the first examples of which 





land in customers’ hands at the 
beginning of next year. This is 
a roadgoing BrahMos missile 
named in honor of the 90th 
anniversary of the founding of 
the Scuderia Ferrari race team. 
It’s powered by a 4.0-liter twin- 
turbo V-8 making 769 hp, with 
three electric motors adding 
217 hp for a total of 986 hp and 


F8 Tributo 


SF90 Stradale 


more than 660 lb-ft of torque, 
making it the most powerful 
Ferrari production car to date. 
A smaller, lighter eight-speed 
dual-clutch transmission 
promises Ferrari’s quickest 
shifts yet. 

The electric motors mean 
this is the first all-wheel-drive 
mid-engine Ferrari sports 
car; it also has electric-only 
capability for up to 15 miles 
and 83 mph. The run to 60 
mph happens in less than 
2.5 seconds, 0-124 in only 6.7. 
Thanks to up to 860 pounds 
of downforce at 155 mph, 
lap times will be no joke. 

But if the standard SF90 is 
too mundane, Ferrari offers 
a hop-up package right out 
of the gate in the form of 
the Assetto Fiorano kit, 
including Multimatic spool- 
valve dampers, carbon-fiber 
door and underbody panels, 
titanium suspension springs, 
a titanium exhaust system, 
and a modified rear wing. 
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Jeep's unibody, transverse- lithium-ion battery pack, is also 
engine models (Cherokee, reportedly in the pipeline. 
ГО П COS Compass, Renegade), though After the initial launch in the 
size-wise, the Bronco Scout fourth quarter of next year (the 
will compete most directly Bronco will be built at the same 
with the Compass. Michigan Assembly Plant as the 
Engine choices will mimic Ranger), Ford is expected to offer 
what’s available for the a variant of its 2.7-liter twin-turbo 
new Escape, from a 1.5-liter V-6 making about 350 hp and 
FO 10 Dre Da res TWO ve ry EcoBoost 1-3 with 180 hp and аз much as 400 lb-ft of torque 
177 lb-ft to a 2.0-liter EcoBoost їо the Bronco's powertrain mix. 
0 iffe rent moa els 1-4 with 250 hp and 275 lb-ft, Its uncertain whether Ford will 
plus two hybrids—a series name it the Bronco Raptor or 
hybrid and a plug-in hybrid Bronco ST, though an all-new 
option— both coupled to a Ranger, due in the '28 model 
2.5-liter Atkinson cycle I-4. year, will also be offered with the 
Cargo capacity should also engine and the Raptor name. 





based Bronco Scout will launch be similar to that of the new Aside from Shelby Mustangs 70 
Вгопсо: Late 2020 before the highly anticipated Escape, which has 38 cubic feet апа other pony car variants, 
Bronco Scout: Mid 2020 Ranger-based Bronco. of space behind the second row Ford Performance is relegated to 
Explorer ST: Late 2019 The smaller 2021 Ford (34 cubes for the hybrids) and Raptor variations of pickups and 
Bronco Scout (above), as it's 65 cubic feet behind the first ST models of SUVs. Following 
Bronco: $29,000 (est) tipped to be called, will be row (61 cubes for hybrids). on the heels of the new base 
Bronco Scout: $26,000 (est) billed as the off-road antidote Ford is targeting the iconic Explorer after it goes on sale this 
Explorer ST: $55,855 to the 2020 Ford Escape, which ` Jeep Wrangler with its new-age fall will be the 2020 Explorer 
itself has been redesigned to body-on-frame Bronco and is ST (left), powered by Ford's 
look like a tall, next-gen (not planning two- and four-door 400-hp, 415-lb-ft 3.0-liter twin- 
introduced its cute-ute Scout for the U.S.) Focus wagon. versions to battle the Wrangler turbo V-6 mated to a 10-speed 
five years before the launch Word is the Bronco Scout and Wrangler Unlimited. automatic and rolling on 21-inch 
of the 1966 Ford Bronco. So it chassis is being tuned for trail We're hearing that the Bronco wheels. Within a couple of years, 
almost seems fitting that Ford’s — traction action in order for it will come with an independent апр all-new Edge will migrate 
new, rugged-looking Escape- to compete with the likes of front suspension and a solid to the Explorer's rear-drive 
Dana rear axle, and Ford has platform and get the same ST 
patented a take on removable performance engine. Despite 
doors with interior storage for the big wheels with their heavy 
use on the vehicle. unsprung weight, the Explorer 
The Bronco is expected ST won't come with the harsh 
to launch with the Ranger's ride and overly quick steering 
270-hp, 310-Ib-ft 2.3-liter of some performance sport 
EcoBoost turbo-four paired utilities, says Ford Performance 
with a 10-speed automatic engineering chief Carl Widmann; 
transmission. A hybrid model, rather, enthusiasts will 
likely with a version of the appreciate the difference in the 
Explorer’s 3.3-liter Atkinson ST’s dynamics compared with 


cycle V-6 with a 1.5-kKW-hr other Explorers. 





GENESIS GV70: ANDREI AVARVARII 


GENESIS 
GV /O, 


GV80 
ESSENTIA 


ON SALE: 

GV70: Mid 2021 

GV80: Mid 2020 
Essentia: Late 2022 (est) 
BASE PRICE: 

GV70: $40,000 (est) 
GV80: $55,000 (est) 
Essentia: $100,000 (est) 


When Genesis transitioned 
from a luxury model under 
Hyundai to its own luxury 
marque, just two sedans 
composed the entire lineup. 
Now, three sedans exist— 

G70, G80, and G90, in order 
of smallest to largest—and 
Genesis promises two SUV 
models based on sedan 
counterparts. The smaller 

of the two crossovers is the 
GV70, which will use the 
G70’s compact C2 platform. 

A direct competitor to the 
BMW X3 and Mercedes- 

Benz GLC, the GV70 will 

be sporty, slotting into the 
smaller crossover segment 
that emphasizes fun-to-drive 
qualities and stylish good looks 
as much as it does luxury and 
technological features. As for 
engine options, Genesis is 
rumored to be working on a 
2.5-liter turbocharged inline- 
four to replace its current 
252-hp 2.0-liter turbo-four, 
with the current 365-hp 
3.3-liter twin-turbo V-6 likely 
to continue on as the premium 
option. Although the smaller 
engine is available with a 
manual gearbox for the rear- 
wheel-drive G70 sedan variant, 
we expect the GV70 will only 
be available with an eight-speed 
automatic regardless of rear- or 
all-wheel-drive configuration. 


The 2021 Genesis GV80 
will be the marques first 
crossover offering, built to 
provide an alternative luxury 
midsize sport ute against 
segment heavyweights BMW 
X5 and Mercedes-Benz 

GLE. We first saw the GV80 
Crossover Concept at the 

2017 New York auto show 

in hydrogen fuel cell form, 

but when the three-row SUV 
arrives in showrooms in 2020, 
we expect to see traditional 
engines only. That said, it won't 
be available with the brand's 
current Tau 5.0-liter V-8 
engine, which will be phased 
out soon in the G80 sedan, as 
well. Going forward, the G80/ 
СУВО will top out with the 
365-hp 3.3-liter twin-turbo V-6, 
but it could well be well see 

a significant evolution of that 
engine (possibly with increased 
displacement and/or power) 
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Essentia Concept 


for the GV80's launch. An eight- 
speed automatic transmission and 
all-wheel drive should both be 
on the GV80’s docket, along with 
sleek, contemporary, and upscale 
styling from chief of design Luc 
Donkerwolke. Whereas the GV70 
will focus on delivering a sporty 
driving experience, the GV80 will 
offer more comfort and elegance. 
When we caught our first 
glimpse of the Genesis Essentia 
concept at the 2018 New York 








auto show, we were cautiously 
optimistic. Sure, the swoopy 
coupe was drop-dead sexy, 

but its concept styling and 
all-electric powertrain felt a 
little too good to be true for 

a fledgling automaker that’s 
yet to bring a two-door coupe 
or electric power to market. 
All that said, Genesis claims 
the Essentia is viable, and 
more than that, it could enter 
production by 2022. Yes, 
Genesis will probably swap the 
gullwing doors for traditional 
units, the interior likely won't 
be as minimalistic, and the 
more dramatic lines on the 
concept will undoubtedly be 
toned down for production, but 
the brand says its carbon-fiber 
body is production-possible as 
a low-volume halo car (think 
Acura NSX). It's a car that 
would go a long way in helping 
define the Genesis image. AM 





2019 
HONDA 
PASSPORT 


NOW 


$33,035 


too hard about 
the Honda Passport. In essence, 
it’s a two-row derivation of 
the Pilot. Even if Honda 
claims it was developed in 
conjunction with the three- 
row, it’s not just a crop job. 
Whatever—a (smaller) rose 
by any other name. There are 
a few irrefutable similarities 
between the Passport and big 
bro Pilot, however: They both 
ride on the same Global Light 
Truck Platform, share identical 
wheelbase dimensions, and 
are powered by the same 
3.5-liter naturally aspirated 
V-6. Differences include 
the Passport’s optional ZF- 
sourced 9HP48 nine-speed 
transmission—standard on 
the Pilot—and a rear overhang 
that’s shorter by 6.2 inches 
as a result of unbolting the 
third row. 

Surprisingly, this fills a 
long-standing gap in Honda’s 
SUV lineup. You'd think all 
bases would be covered in 
this crossover-hungry market, 
but the Passport is Honda's 
first entrant into the hyper- 
competitive midsize segment 
occupied by cars like the Ford 
Edge, Chevrolet Blazer, and 
Hyundai Santa Fe. There's also 
an air of pseudo-ruggedness, 
meant to poach buyers 
interested in bigger, meaner 
stuff like the rough-and- 
tumble Toyota 4Runner but 
who'd like a bit more comfort 
and refinement. 

Yes, the Passport hopes to 
woo those desirable “active 
lifestyle” types that Subaru and 






Volkswagen have built empires 
on. In this pursuit, there’s 0.8 
inch of additional ride height 
on the all-wheel-drive model, 
a more responsive brake 
pedal, quicker steering, and 
Passport-specific suspension 
and anti-roll geometry. Beyond 
a little extra sportiness, 
Honda’s excellent i-VTM4 
torque-vectoring all-wheel- 
drive system can shift up to 70 
percent of available torque to 
the rear wheels when it deems 
necessary. There are also built- 
in terrain modes that tailor 
the throttle, all-wheel-drive 
system, and transmission for 
snow, mud, or sand. 

Honda’s fairly confident 
in its newest crossover. So 
confident that it had no 
problem turning us and 
a Passport loose on slick, 
canyon-riding back roads that 
were largely sans spotters or 
speed limits this past winter. 
It didn't fit any special knobby 
all-terrains, either—only the 
regular, workaday all-seasons 


you'd find at a dealership—to 
manage the winding 4x4 paths 
that continuously transitioned 
between slick mud channels 
and dusty gravel. 

Toggling between Normal, 
Mud, and Snow modes 
with the dedicated console 
controls is a breeze, but we 
only deviated from Normal 
mode when the going got 
particularly rough, and during 
a few patches, it did indeed 
do so. We understandably 
avoided any trail sections that 
would challenge a lifted CJ, 
but we still hopped through 
slow rocky clusters without 
any problem whatsoever, even 
when the Passport briefly 
became a tripod. After we 
made it through the slow 
boulders, we crashed through 
standing mud puddles and 
fishtailed through slurries 
of snow and slime with 
surprising aplomb. Then, when 
we turned back onto Utah's 
glassy pavement, we enjoyed a 
comfortable, quiet, and calm 
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In terms of cost, the Passports 
pricing is right on track with 
its place in Honda's lineup. 
Expect to pay $33,035 for the 
entry-level, front-wheel-drive 
Passport Sport, with $1,900 
required to add all-wheel 
drive; EX-L trim is $37,455, 
$40,325 for Touring. AWD is 
standard on the range-topping 
$44,725 Elite. This might be a 
smidge more expensive than 
the Nissan Murano or Ford 
Edge, but Honda is admittedly 
correct when it points to 

the Passport’s high level of 
standard equipment for the 
segment as justification. 

If you like the Pilot but don’t 
need something quite so big, 
or if you need a daily livable 
SUV-type thing that can handle 
a climb to your Colorado cabin, 
the 2019 Passport is certainly 
worth a look. Although it might 
not thrill in the conventional 
sense, this new Honda delivers 
the goods by doing its job 
almost perfectly. 


NEW AND FUTURE CARS 


*? -* — Le eh ” ef 2 - — ~ 

SCH б. EE РГ 

CET mam Spiess беда < x3 Za Sek EE E age Se 
cruise back to base camp. 4l 


Palisade 


Palisade: Now 
Sonata: October 2019 
Venue: Late 2019 


Palisade: $32,595 


Sonata: $24,000 (est) 
Venue: $18,000 (est) 


Sonata 





Hyundai Sonata 
represents a new design 
direction for Hyundai's veteran 
midsizer and vindication for 
those who think the current 
car is too conservative. The big 
grille, bumperless styling, and 
fastback roof profile may look 
like a radical departure from 
other Hyundai cars, but if you 
park it next to the Elantra GT 
and Veloster, there's a clear 
family resemblance. 


The upcoming Sonata's 
new platform was tuned 
under the watchful eye of 
Hyundai R&D chief (and 
former BMW M head 


engineer) Albert Biermann. 


Tightening the chassis and 
speeding up the steering 
has done wonders, as we 
learned during a quick 
preview drive at Hyundai's 
Korean R&D center. Ride 
comfort remains a priority, 
but better body control 
gives the Sonata more 
than a whiff of enthusiast 
appeal. Expect a boatload 
of tech, including a *digital 
key" that allows access to 
the car with a smartphone. 
The Sonata's base 
engine is a 191-hp 2.5-liter 
naturally aspirated I-4, an 
update of the outgoing 2.4, 
while the sportier option 
will be a turbocharged 
1.6-liter. Its 180 hp is less 
than the 2.5, but its 195 


Venue 





lb-ft of torque out-twists 

the bigger engine by 14 

lb-ft. Both engines share an 
eight-speed torque-converter 
automatic. 

Meanwhile, Hyundai is 
expanding its SUV family 
with two new bookend 
vehicles. On the small 
side is the 2020 Venue, a 
subcompact cute ute that 
shares styling cues with the 
larger Kona and basic bones 
with the subcompact Accent. 
At the other end of the 
scale is the three-row 2020 
Palisade, which replaces the 
Santa Fe XL as Hyundai's 
largest SUV. With minivan 
functionality and a 3.8-liter 
V-6 under the hood, the 
Palisade seems well equipped 
to take on the Pilot, Explorer, 
and Atlas, but its stiffest 
competition might come 
from its Korean frenemy— 
the new Kia Telluride looks 
to be a tough competitor. 





JAGUAR 
XE, XJ 


XE: Now 
XJ: Late 2020 (est) 


KE A0805 
XJ: $100,000 (est) 


good news and 
better news for the future 
of the XE, Jaguar's compact 
sport sedan launched in 
2014. For the 2020 model 
year, the XE gets the old 
nip/tuck treatment with 
attention paid to the front 
grille, bumpers, taillights, 
and interior materials— 
effectively making a 
good-looking sedan even 
better. Enthusiasts might 
bemoan Jaguar dropping 
the supercharged V-6 
engine from the XE range, 
but a pair of turbocharged 
four-cylinder options 
producing 247 hp to 296 hp 
depending on trim is really 
all the oomph Jaguar needs 
in this segment. 

Unless, of course, it isn't. 
In that case, you'll want to 
order the upcoming XE SV 
Project 8, an honest-to- 
goodness 592-hp, 200- 
mph extreme XE variant 
that set a Nürburgring 
record lap time some 11 
seconds quicker than the 
stellar Alfa Romeo Giulia 
Quadrifoglio. With sport- 
tuned all-wheel drive, 
panels made from carbon 
fiber and aluminum, a 
sharply tuned suspension, 
six-piston brakes, and a 
supercharged V-8 engine 
under the hood, this is a 
small sedan that drives 
like a supercar, and it'll 
undoubtedly be too wild 





ХЕ 


for the typical AMG and 

M crowd. With a starting 
price of $188,495, all this 
performance doesn't come 
cheap, but you can rest 
assured you're one of just 
300 XE SV Project 8 owners 
around. How's that for 
exclusivity? 

When Jaguar launched its 
all-new flagship XJ sedan a 
decade ago, it was a massive 
departure from previous 
versions, which clung 
stalwartly to the original 
XJ formula of old-world 
luxury and charm. But as 
the present XJ (pictured) is 
set to end production this 
very summer, the XJ of the 
future could be an even 
more dramatic swing from 


XJ 


the status quo. Based 

on Jaguar Land Rover 
aluminum architecture, 
the new 2021 Jaguar 
XJ will likely be an all- 
electric sedan with battery 
and twin-motor all-wheel- 
drive tech borrowed from 
the I-Pace crossover. With 
a range of about 300 
miles, the new XJ's push 
toward electrification will 
give luxury EV buyers 
another option besides 
Tesla and could even take 
a bite out of upcoming 
Porsche Taycan and Aston 
Martin Lagonda sales. 
We'll likely catch our first 
look later this year, with 
sales starting by the end 
of 2020. 
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JEEP 
GLADIATOR 


NOW 


$55,040 


felt like it would never 


end, but Jeep's new pickup has 
finally landed, and it's a beauty. 
The spiritual successor to the 

Scrambler, the Gladiator might 
have appeared sooner had Jeep 


not been so busy cranking out a 
bajillion Wranglers. But it's here 


now, and boy, has the company 
done a bang-up job with it. 


Sport, Overland, and the pre- 
mium Rubicon. It can tow an 
impressive 7,650 pounds when 
properly equipped. The only 
available engine at the mo- 
ment is the 3.6-liter Pentastar 
V-6 with 285 hp and 260 Ib-ft 
of torque. A 3.0-liter diesel 
V-6 with 260 horsepower and 
44.2 lb-ft arrives in mid-2020. 
Official EPA mileage estimates 
for the Pentastar come in at 
16/23/19 mpg city/highway/ 
combined with a manual 
transmission and 17/22/19 with 
the eight-speed automatic. 

A 137.3-inch wheelbase 
accommodates the relatively 
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shallow 5-foot steel bed. 
Solid axles use a five-link 
coil suspension design with 
forward-facing shocks; in 
the Rubicon, they’re Fox 
brand, and they’re excellent. 
Sport and Overland get the 
Command-Trac 4x4 system; 
Rubicon is upgraded to the 
Rock-Trac system with Tru-Lok 
locking differentials. It also 
gets an electronic anti-roll 
bar disconnect. Knowing 
owners might well increase 
the Rubicon’s 33-inch tires to 
35-inchers, the under-bed full- 
size spare has a mount that 
will handle rubber that large. 
There is ample passenger 
room, instruments and 
controls are thoughtfully 





designed, and all electrical 
connections are moisture- 
sealed. Loosen four bolts, 
and you can fold down the 
windshield, and the doors are 
removable. The Gladiator's 
features are so nicely thought 
through that you can't go 
wrong. And Jeep offers more 
than 200 parts to further 
personalize your truck. 

The Sport starts at $35,040; 
the top-of-the-line Rubicon 
starts at exactly $10,000 more 
and reaches to the moon as 
you add equipment. Either 
way, the overall package 
should make the Gladiator 
another hit for Jeep. 
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COCOA 


EV 
TELLURIDE 


Soul: Now 
Soul EV: Late 2019 
Telluride: Now 


Soul: $18,485 
Soul EV: $34,000 (est) 
Telluride: $32,735 


Soul 


Soul EV 


offerings are 
heavy on the crossovers. The 
new 2020 Kia Soul, which 
we drove earlier this year, 
has arrived. The cheerfully 
styled crossover returns as a 
quirky and affordable lifestyle 
vehicle. It’s a bit bigger than 
the previous generation, but 
not so much so that it doesn’t 
still feel just right. 

Kia brought some common EE 
sense to the trim level =~ 
nomenclature, binning the 
old + (Plus) and ! (Exclaim) 
models. Instead, the Soul 
will be aligned with the rest 
of Kia’s lineup, with LX, S, 
X-Line, GT-Line, and EX 
trims. The most intriguing 
powertrain available is the 
201-hp turbocharged 1-4 
mated with a seven-speed 
dual-clutch automatic 
transmission, which Kia 
estimates is good enough to 
scoot the Soul from O to 60 in 
6.5 seconds. 

The 2020 Soul EV will also 
be available soon, featuring 
an EPA-estimated range of 
243 miles. It borrows the 
Kona ЕУ? 64-kW-hr battery 
pack. It won’t be a slouch, 
either, as its electric motor 
will churn out a stout 201 hp 
and 291 lb-ft of torque. 

On the larger side of Kia’s 
2020 offerings, the rugged- 
looking Telluride SUV rolled 


out at the 2019 Detroit auto 
show. We got a first taste of the 
three-row ute in its namesake 
city in Colorado, with our 
Conner Golden declaring it 
“one of the best-looking models 
among its peers” and saying 
that “it offers up tons of interior 
comfort, amenities, and space.” 
The Telluride starts at a 
competitive $32,735, lining it up 
with other seven- and eight- 
seaters on the market. The big 
Kia tops out at $46,860 with 
the boxes ticked for the SX trim 


and the Prestige package. Its 
3.8-liter V-6 produces 291 hp 
and 262 lb-ft of torque and 
drives the front or all wheels 
depending on the specification. 

These latest models show 
that Kia is keeping up with 
the times, offering attractive, 
well-made, and capable 
models within their segments. 
It clearly has more high- 
riding Kias on the horizon, 
demonstrated by the sci-fi- 
styled HabaNiro at the 2019 
New York auto show. 





Maybe 


$400,000 (est) 


this for an 

appearance package. Its 
purpose is right there in 
its name: sterrato loosely 
translates to “dirt road” 
in English. According to 
Lamborghini, the Sterrato 
“draws on Lamborghini’s 
off-road expertise exemplified 
in the Urus SUV.” Just like all 
those Safari-style Porsche 911s, 
the Sterrato isn’t equipped 
for Moab’s frame twisters, but 
it's perfect for blitzing down 
an old fire road or slithering 
around a gravel pit. 

If night rallies are more 
your thing, there’s an ultra- 




















bright LED light bar on the 
roof and front bumper. All 
this hardware is a waste if 
you muck up a white leather 
interior, so the Sterrato 
features a titanium roll 
cage, carbon-fiber seats, and 
aluminum floor panels for 
easy clean-up. For now, it 
remains a one-off concept. 
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Lamborghini 


2022 Aventador replacement 


ON SALE: 
Mid-2021 (est) 
BASE PRICE: 
$500,000 (est) 














It's kind of strange to refer to the 
current Lamborghini Aventador as 

a "new" car, considering the big V-12 
beast felt a bit old and outdated when 
it first hit Rodeo Drive back in 2012. 
Not that we're complaining about the 
continued existence of a mid-engine 
V-12 supercar. It's just that when 
Lambo's smaller and less expensive 
Huracán feels much, much more agile 
and advanced than the halo car that 
costs the better part of half a million 
bucks, it's left us wanting something 
more. We got our first taste of what a 
reworked Aventador could be with the 
2017 Aventador S and its much-needed 
rear-wheel steering, but it retained 
the same clunky single-clutch gearbox, 
antiquated ergonomics, and wacky 
seating position. 

Thankfully, the long-gestating 
successor is shaping up to be as 
cutting-edge and modern as we'd 
hoped the Aventador would be almost 
a decade ago. If the reports are to be 
believed, there's a little bit for everyone, 
including purists and futurists alike, 
particularly regarding the powertrain. 
Remember the Terzo Millennio from 
late 2017? That all-electric hypercar 
concept was a good look into the future 
of the Raging Bull, especially under the 
skin. The concept used supercapacitors 
to store energy in place of traditional 


batteries, an advanced tech that made 
its first appearance as the stop/start 
system in the original Aventador. 

According to interviews with 
Lambo’s chief tech officer, Maurizio 
Reggiani, you can expect to see 
supercapacitors used heavily in future 
hybrid applications for big Lambos. 
More specifically, the first hybrid 
Lamborghini hypercar, code-named 
LB48H, should break cover later this 
year. Much like the Reventon, Veneno, 
and Centenario, this unnamed hypercar 
is an exclusive, limited-production 
project meant to celebrate the brand 
and preview the future. 

The next series-production big Lambo 
comes later, pulling hybrid tech and 
styling from the LB48H and slotting 
onto an entirely different platform. 
Lambo assures us the naturally 
aspirated V-12 is safe, thanks entirely 
to electrification. Expect a dual-clutch 
transmission, torque vectoring, rear- 
wheel steering, all-wheel drive, and 
most important, acres and acres of 
carbon fiber. 

Weight is always one of the biggest 
challenges for the big Lambos thanks in 
no small part to the hulking 12-cylinder 
sitting amidships, and adding 
electrification to the mix doesn’t help. 
In an effort to keep the mass as low 
as possible, carbon fiber—particularly 


Lamborghini's signature forged carbon— 
will make up the majority of structural 
and body components. Because you likely 
won't be able to drive one away for less 
than $500,000, it wouldn’t be surprising 
to see other exotic materials like titanium 
and maybe Gorilla Glass coming into play. 
Lambo’s trick ALA active aero system 
should make an early appearance, as well, 
with more aggressive aero arriving with 
inevitable SuperVeloce variants, limited 
editions, and track-day specials. 

At this point, any specifications are 
pure speculation, but power should 
be at or beyond the 800-hp mark. 
However, Ferrari’s recently revealed 
SF90 with 938 horsepower might have 
reset Lamborghini’s benchmarks for 
a production car, so the next big V-12 
Lamborghini might push past the 1,000- 
hp barrier right out of the gate. 

Interested? You're going to have to 
wait a while longer and work with your 
accountant to free up some liquidity. 
Lamborghini hinted at one final 
Aventador special edition as a send-off, 
so 2020 is likely out of the question. 
Remember, we haven't even seen the 
unnamed hybrid special project yet, 
though that's probably going to be 
amended by the end of 2019. Realistically, 
don't look for the next Aventador before 
2021, and have around $500,000 ready to 
go when order books open. AM 
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Lexus has played it both ways in 
recent years. It continues to roll out 
all manner of pedestrian crossovers, 
from the tiny, all-new UX hatch to the 
updates made to its all-important RX 
midsizer for the 2020 model year. But 
while the SUVs pay the bills, we're far 
more interested in the Lexus cars with 
skills—specifically its real-deal F cars. 

The latest F model to get a massage 
is the 2020 Lexus RC F, and 
although the power of its 5.0-liter 
naturally aspirated V-8 has been 
bumped a smidge to 472 horses, 
the big changes are in the aero, 
construction material, and stopping 
power departments. New to the RC F 
lineup is the Track Edition. For some 
$32,000 extra over the base RC F, you 
get a car with multiple carbon-fiber 
structural components, most notably 
its fixed carbon-fiber rear wing, along 
with upgrades such as Brembo carbon- 
ceramic brakes, a titanium exhaust 
system, and special BBS wheels. AII 
that lightening up (some 176 pounds) 
helps drop the Track Edition's 0-60 
time a couple of ticks over the garden- 
variety RC F to about 4 seconds flat. 
It's also the meanest, most aggressive- 
looking Lexus since the LFA. 

Senior editor Nelson Ireson had a 
go in the Track Edition and had this 
to say: “Оп track the power is ample, 
and the rear is always ready to rotate 
the nose toward the apex at turn-in, 

a tendency that's easier to modulate 
this time around thanks to the almost 
perfectly linear throttle mapping.” 

What's next for Lexus and F? 
Rumors persist that an LC F is in 
the pipeline. If one is indeed in 
development, it would have to have 
something else under the hood— 
something like a 4.0-liter twin-turbo 
V-8 pushing north of 600 horsepower. 
As for the LC in general, Lexus 
showcased a stunning convertible 
concept earlier this year, and we'd be 
shocked if a drop-top doesn't get built 
and sold as a 2021 LC convertible. 
Given that the LC and RC are low- 
volume coupes with low EPA numbers, 
it's hard to see both of them lasting 
forever in the Lexus lineup. But as 
long as they are, we'll keep pining 
away for the F versions. AM 








Lexus RC Е Track Edition is сагроп-аїеа 


RC F Track Edition: Now 
LC Convertible: Summer 2020 (est) 


RC F Track Edition: $97,675 
LC Convertible: $102,000 (est) 





СОАСН РООК 


ON SALE: 

Corsair: Late 2019 
Continental Coach Door: Now 
BASE PRICE: 

Corsair: $56,940 


Continental Coach Door: $110,000 (est) 


What would Matthew 
McConaughey say about the 2020 
Corsair if Lincoln paid him to talk 
in those television commercials? 
Perhaps, *Lincoln Corsair looks like 
a winner,’ as it replaces everything 
about the MKC compact sport utility 
vehicle, including the confusing 
name, even if the new moniker 
recalls for old-timers an Edsel 
model. First impression is Lincoln's 
all-new luxury compact SUV ought 
to vanquish the memory of that first 
Corsair for good. 

Its Coke-bottle profile and sharp 
beltline crease de-emphasizes SUV 
height. Lincoln replaced the water- 
fall grille on the last face-lift of the 
MKC, and the new chrome rectangle 
design appears again on the Corsair. 
Lincoln clearly has moved on from 
40s retro to “Mad Men" midcentury- 
inspired design. 

That aesthetic carries forth to 
the interior, with an emphasis on 
horizontal lines, rich textures, and 
Cadillac-beating fit and finish. Three 
new top trim themes recall the more 
colorful interiors of late '50s/early 
'60s American cars. There's Beyond 
Blue, a vivid blue and white combo; 
Cashew, a rich tan and black; and 
Medium Slate, a soft gray and ebony. 
Lincoln's 25 alert chimes recorded 
by the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
are standard, but 24-way Perfect 
Position seats are optional. 
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Lincoln is fully out of the sport 
sedan business, emphasizing instead 
"that sensation of gliding over the 
road.” The standard engine is a 
(targeted) 250-horsepower turbo LA. 
available with front- or all-wheel 
drive, and an optional 2.3-liter turbo- 
four (don't call it “EcoBoost”) is 
target-rated at 280 horsepower, with 
all-wheel drive only. Both engines are 
mated to an eight-speed automatic. 

Just 80 of Lincoln's 2019 
Continental 80th Anniversary 
Coach Edition began delivery this 
summer. The suicide-door sedan 
comes with a 6-inch wheelbase stretch 
and stowable tray tables with tablet 





holders and wireless charging in 

its pass-through rear-seat console. 

An unspecified limited number of 
2020 Coach Edition models will 

be available through Black Label 
Lincoln dealers, with the 3.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-6, all-wheel drive, Active 
Noise Control, and Revel Ultima 4] 
hi-fis, but not with the 2019's special 
numbered plaques. A replacement 
sedan based on the new Aviator rear- 
drive architecture has been canceled, 
though if Lincoln can carry over its 
Continental Coach Edition for one 
more model year, it would coincide 
with another anniversary, of the 
suicide-door '61 Continental. 
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MAZDAS 


Now 


$28,445 


us with the 
beautifully refreshed Mazda6 
and has followed it up with 
an equally impressive update 
of its Mazda3. The marque is 
continuing down its soulful 
Kodo design path, and big 
plans are reportedly in 
the works for a new rear- 
drive model that will pack 
a straight-six Skyactiv-X 
engine—but more on that in 
a moment. The upscale 2019 
Mazda3 is here today and is 
a fresh take on the compact 
car aesthetic. It's available 
as an elegant sedan and a 
sporty, distinctive hatchback. 
For now, the Mazda3’s sole 
engine is a smooth and 
responsive 2.5-liter four that 
delivers a balanced 186 hp 
and 186 Ib-ft of torque. The 
carryover powerplant is mated 
to a six-speed automatic 
transmission or the much 
more fun-to-drive six-speed 
manual. An all-wheel-drive 
version and a variant with 
Mazda's compression-ignition 
Skyactiv-X four-cylinder 
engine are expected to follow 
soon. Those pining for a 
higher-performance version of 
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the Mazda3 hatchback to replace 


the much loved Mazdaspeed3 
will likely have to continue to 
pine, however, as the project 


appears to be dormant. Although 


it’s possible that Mazda could 


use its 2.5-liter turbo-four engine 


to make it happen, were not 





McLaren GT 





super confident that it will. All 
would be forgiven, though, if 
Mazda decided to produce a 
rear-drive vehicle powered by a 
straight-six, which it teased in 
its 2019 fiscal year report. 

According to the presentation, 
the marque is committed to 


advancing its Kodo “Soul 

of Motion” design language 
throughout its future vehicle 
lineup, and it’s planning to 
introduce a small architecture 
mild hybrid system for its 
newer vehicles. But the biggest 
news out of the report was that 
Mazda is developing a “large 
architecture” vehicle platform 
and straight-six Skyactiv-X 
engine that could run on gas 
or diesel. The presentation 
also indicated a longitudinal 
engine layout for the straight- 
six, which leads us to believe 
that any new car with the 
engine would also be rear- 
wheel drive in configuration 
with an all-wheel-drive option 
likely. Any proposed vehicle 
could also potentially feature 

a mild hybrid system or other 
electrification in place to help 
keep fuel numbers respectable. 
Best guess is that it would 

be similar in design to the 
stunning Vision Coupe concept 
(left) revealed at the 2017 Tokyo 
Motor Show. But don't expect 
to see it in the metal too soon. 
If indeed Mazda were to pull 
off something along the lines of 
what is proposed, we wouldn't 
expect to see it before 2021 at 
the earliest. 
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2020 
MCLAREN 
GT 


NOW 


$210,000 


great times to be one of the 
mega-wealthy. Case in point: the all-new 
McLaren GT, the brand’s first road-going 
production model to tip the balance in 
favor of public prowess over country 
club lap times. That’s not to say it’s slow, 
however; it shares some of its carbon-fiber 
MonoCell II-T chassis with the Speedtail. 

In fact, with 612 hp and 465 lb-ft on tap 
from its 4.0-liter twin-turbo V-8 engine, 
the 2020 McLaren GT is capable of 
3.1-second 0-60 sprints and a top speed of 
203 mph, and it can reach 124 mph from 
a dead stop in just 9.0 seconds. Despite 
a decided move toward greater creature 
comforts, a more spacious cabin, and 
more stowage space, the GT weighs just 
3,384 pounds, according to McLaren. The 
combination of the touring-focused cabin 
layout and McLaren’s brilliant engine, 
suspension, and chassis means the GT 
is at the top of the super-grand-tourer 
class—on paper, at least. 

For those well-heeled enough to own 
a McLaren GT, the performance and 
handling are nearly a given. What’s not 
to be taken for granted, however, is the 
monstrous amount of stowage space 
the engineers at McLaren have fit into 
a mid-engine car. To make the most 
room possible, the engine is mounted 
even lower than in McLaren's track-bred 
beasties, making room for a long deck 
above the engine that will fit a full-size 
professional golf bag or ample luggage for 
a couple's weekend retreat. 

Not one to leave you feeling like a hero 
on the canyon roads and looking like a 
Zero scraping your way into the five-star 
parking lot of your choice, the McLaren 
GT sports 5.1 inches of ground clearance 
with the front-end lift system deployed. 
For the audiophiles, a 12-speaker audio 
system spouts tunes, commanded from a 
12.3-inch touchscreen interface. 
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CLUBMAN 
COUNTRYMAN 


JCW Countryman: Late 2019 
JCW Clubman: Late 2019 


JCW Countryman: $40,000 (est) 
JCW Clubman: $38,000 (est) 


a Mini with 301 hp? We do! 

John Cooper, race driver and developer of 
the original Mini Cooper, would no doubt 
be proud of how much power the new 
JCW models are pushing. That said, we’re 
guessing he'd also be perplexed at how 
big the Clubman and Countryman are. 

The latest JCW Clubman and 
Countryman are making more power 
thanks to an updated 2.0-liter turbo-four 
that’s been pushed to levels previously 
unheard of in the marque’s 60 storied 
years. Aside from an extra 73 horses, 


<= 


torque has increased from 258 to 331 
Ib-ft over the still-a-hoot-to-drive S 
variants. The downside is that the 
upgraded powerplant is mated to 
just one transmission, an eight-speed 
automatic with paddle shifters, 
though the cars do get a mechanical 
locking front differential as standard. 
Mini says the JCW Clubman will 
spring from О to 62 mph in 4.9 
seconds, while the JCW Countryman 
will get you there in 5.1 ticks—that’s 
a healthy 1.4 and 1.5 seconds quicker 
than the previous versions. Top speed 19 
for both is limited їо 155 mph. The 
cool AWD compacts get a bigger JCW 
sport brake system with four-piston, 
fixed-caliper discs on the rear wheels 
to help slow things down. Both cars 
also get the standard sport chassis 
and an adaptive chassis setup that 
allows it to be lowered by 0.4 inch. 
Up front are new LED headlights, 
and the Clubman receives LED rear 
lights with a groovy Union Jack 
design. If you're interested, you'd be 
advised to get your order in soon; 
they're limited to 3,000 units each. 
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ЕОС: Еапу 2020 
АМС GI R Pro: Late 2019 
A/CLA AMG 55: Early 2020 










EQC: $75,000 (est) 
AMG GT R Pro: $195,000 (est) 


A/CLA AMG 55: $37,000/$40,000 (est) m4 
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Mercedes-Benz doesn't roll out — ——{ 

a showroom's worth of new and 
updated cars and crossovers, so “4 У ~ 
many, in fact, that it has essentially 

created multiple subbrands to 
manage it all: AMG for go-fast, 
Maybach for high-end luxury, and 
now EQ for electrified. 

The all-new 2020 Mercedes-Benz 
EQC 400 4Matic marks a first for 
the three-pointed star’s emerging 
EQ electric vehicle strategy, 
ushering in what Benz is billing 
as a new era of mobility for the 
marque. Like Audi (E-Tron) and 
Jaguar (I-Pace), Mercedes decided 
to start its electric vehicle push 


Branding Benz 


sense given that’s where much of | au nch Of EQC 


the market action is at present. 
Although it's built on the same line adds electrification 
as the GLC-Class, which itself has 
been updated for 2020 and will be tO the MIX 
available in coupe and AMG flavors 
in addition to the base model, the 
EQC is 85 percent its own thing. 
Powering the EQC is an 80-kW- 
hr lithium-ion battery pack 
that delivers the juice to two 
asynchronous electric motors that 
spin the wheels, one at each axle. 
Overall system output is rated 
at 402 horsepower and 564 lb-ft 
of torque. Although Benz won't 
comment publicly about the EQC's 
EPA-estimated range until closer У 
to its launch here next spring, the | 
scuttlebutt is that it will come in 
somewhere north of 200 miles to 
a full charge. 
Mercedes did tell us during our 
brief drive of the EQC in Norway 
that it will do the electric boogaloo 
from О to 60 mph in 4.9 seconds, 
and we wouldn't argue with that 
number after our time at the 
wheel. Overall, we found the EQC AMG GTR Pro 
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NEW AND FUTURE CARS 


drives well, comes loaded with the 
latest in Mercedes tech, and is aimed 
at more of a luxury-themed buyer 
looking for a quiet and comfortable- 
riding EV. 

Quiet is miles from the first word 
we'd use when describing what the 
Mercedes-AMG crew does to Benz's 
models, especially to its exclusive GT 
series of cars. AMG' latest in-house 
creation is the AMG GT R Pro, a 
track attacker that leaves the GT R's 
577-hp 4.0-liter twin-turbo V-8 and 
seven-speed dual-clutch untouched 
and focuses instead on chassis tweaks 
borrowed from AMG's GT3 and GT4 
race cars. You don’t have to be a pro 
racer to drive it, but you had best 
know how to get around a circuit 
(and have a very large bank account) 
if you're seriously considering one. 

On the more pedestrian and 
attainable side of the AMG ledger are 
the 2020 A-Class and CLA-Class AMG 
35 series cars powered by a 2.0-liter 
four with a healthy 302 horsepower 





As for what's happening in the 
Maybach high-end luxe realm, things 
have gone relatively dark since Benz 
rolled out its Mercedes-Maybach 6 
coupe and convertible concepts, but 
we're betting we'll see a Maybach- 
themed coupe sooner rather than 
later. Another model Mercedes just 
announced for production is the 
Mercedes-Benz GLB-Class, a compact 
crossover that is being billed as a 
mini G-Class in approach. AM 


AMG CLA 35 
mated to АМС seven-speed dual- 
clutch automatic, along with an AMG- ae | 
optimized all-wheel-drive system and ‚ TS | 
suspension setup. Given its sloping, S NI 
coupelike profile, the CLA 35 (the D e М 


for the 2020 model year) looks a bit 


updated CLA line is making its debut M 9р7 АА, " 


edgier, but if you're in the market for 

a wicked little compact sedan, either 
will do. And if you want even more gas, 
AMG 45 versions aren't far behind. 
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ON SALE: 

911 Carrera 5/45: Now 

718 Spyder; 718 Cayman GT4: Early 2020 
Taycan: Late 2019 

BASE PRICE: 

911 Carrera S/4S: $114,250/$121,650 

718 Spyder; 718 Cayman GT4: $97,550; $100,450 


Taycan: $75,000 (est) 








Landing in customer hands right about 
now, Porsche's eighth-generation 911 
delivers—surprise!—more doses of the 
same Carrera goodness that has for 
decades made Stuttgart's sports car 
stalwart one of the world's best. We won't 
call driving the 992 series a revelatory 
experience, but it's definitely a step up 
when compared to the 991.2 it replaces. 
The 3.0-liter twin-turbo flat-six produces 
443 hp and 390 Ib-ft of torque, gains of 23 
hp and 22 lb-ft, thanks in part to bigger 
turbos, piezoelectric fuel injectors, and 
electronically controlled wastegates. The 
standard twin-clutch gearbox features 
eight speeds rather than seven (a manual 
transmission will show up on cars next 
year), the chassis is stiffer, the active 
suspension is significantly revised, rear 
wheels and tires are larger than before, 
rear brakes are bigger, and for the first 
time in the 91I's history, it comes standard 


718 Spyder, 718 Cayman GT4 


with the wide-body/wide-track treatment 
previously reserved for all-wheel-drive 
and Turbo and GT models. Porsche also 
designed the 992's underpinnings to 
accommodate future plug-in hybrid tech- 
nology, but if such a version does arrive, 
it likely won't do so for another three or 
four years, when the 992 receives its first 
factory face-lift. 

After driving the new 9115, we noted 
their overall performance feels on par 
with the 991.2 911 GTS—0-60 mph 
happens in about 3.4 seconds; top speed 
is 190-191 mph—and the wider front track 
and quicker steering make the cars’ noses 
your eager ally more than ever before, 
turning into corners with bite yet zero 


twitchiness. In fact, we encountered no 
scenario that puts the new Carrera out of 
sorts—it’s certainly the best bone-stock 
Carrera S and 4S to date. 

Up next for the 911 range, later in 2019 
Porsche will reveal non-S base models 
rated somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 385 hp; those cars will hit streets 
next year. Also, along with the arrival of 
Cabriolet models and the announcement 
of a new Targa, expect to see new Turbo, 
Turbo S, and GT3 models, which will 
likely hit the market in late 2020 or early 
2021. Good news for GT3 fans: The next 
version of the street-going “race” car 
will soldier on with a non-turbocharged 
engine despite semi-constant rumblings to 
the contrary heard in Porschephile circles. 

If you prefer Stuttgart’s mid-engine 
sports cars, get ready for the new 2020 
718 Spyder (don’t call it a Boxster) and 
718 Cayman GT4 models; Porsche 


recently unveiled each, but they won't 
be in customers’ hands until next spring. 
Other than one of them having a fixed roof 
and the other being a convertible, they're 
mostly the same mechanically, featuring a 
naturally aspirated 4.0-liter flat-six. This 
is not the GT3 engine, however, but rather 
a new version of Porsche’s boxer, known 
internally as the 9A2 Evo. It revs to 8,000 
rpm and produces 414 hp and 309 Ib-ft 
of torque, which it channels through a 
six-speed manual gearbox. The engine also 
boasts a stop/start function and cylinder 
deactivation at speeds between 1,500 and 
3,200 rpm under partial throttle load. 

The Spyder/GT4 suspension features 
three-way adjustable anti-roll bars, plus 


NEW AND FUTURE CARS 


adjustable camber, toe, caster, and ride 
height. The Spyder is now a Porsche 
Motorsport car, something the GT4 was 
already, with both models employing 911 
GT3 brakes and other hardware, plus 
GT3 RS calibration for the differential, 
stability control, torque vectoring, active 
suspension, and ABS. Porsche says the 
Spyder is “downforce neutral,” or void of 
aerodynamic lift, whereas the GT4 makes 
real downforce, up to 50 percent more than 
its predecessor. Both cars will be priced 
right around $100,000. 

On an entirely different front, the all- 
electric Taycan, with a range of up to 
250 miles, is almost here and will be seen 
on roads in 2020, perhaps even late 2019. 
Because its official debut remains some 
months away, final specs remain undecided, 
but we do know there will be three versions 
of the sedan with a wagon to come later. 
The base Taycan is rear-drive only, sports 





an 80-kW-hr battery, and is powered by 

a choice of 240-kW (322-hp) or 280-kKW 
(375-hp) motors. We've heard conflicting 
information regarding pricing; we don't 
expect a base Taycan to come in at less 
than $75,000, give or take, and one Porsche 
source tells us it could be priced in the low 
$90,000s. The same source claims the 4S 
equipped with a 96-kW-hr battery pack 
and a 320-kW (429-hp) or 360-kW (483-hp) 
motor will be in the high $90,000s, and 
the Turbo will start at about $140,000—all 
subject to change, of course. All-wheel 
drive and the bigger battery are standard 
on the latter two versions. Still to be signed 
off on are a 540-kW (724-hp) Turbo S and 

a lighter RWD GTS. AM 
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system will be able to respond 

to commands on a case-by-case 

basis using machine learning. 
Traditional interior elements 


2020 
POLESTAR 2 


ON SALE: ( M 
Now (preorder) received the Scandinavian 
BASE PRICE: design treatment. Polestar 
$63,000 made heavy use of geometric 


shapes to style the vehicle, 
such as the hexagonal shifter. 
The brand also opted for 
alternative materials, including 
black ash, reconstructed wood, 
and textile surface panels, all 


The subbrand formerly 
known as Volvo's performance 
division, Polestar was 
rebranded as a quasi- 
independent car manufacturer 
in 2017 with Volvo and China's 
Geely as its caring parents. 
After revealing its first model, 
the Polestar 1 luxury coupe, 
the Swedish subsidiary is 
keeping its momentum going 
with its upcoming four-door, 
the 2020 Polestar 2. The 2 is 
being billed as an *avant-garde 
five-door fastback, packed with 
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distinctive design flourishes,” | KI 


which is to say it's the type of 
lifted sedan with a swooping 
roofline that luxury car buyers 
can't seem to get enough of. 
Aimed squarely at the higher 
end of Tesla s Model 3 lineup, 
Polestar 2 starts at $63,000 
before federal and other tax 


2021 
КАМ 
DAKOTA 


incentives in the U.S. The ON SALE: 
price might seem a bit steep Mid-2020 (est) 
at first glance, but Polestar BASE PRICE: 


made sure the fastback had $25,000 (est) 
the performance to back up 
the cost. Polestar claims a 0-60 
time of *less than five seconds" 
thanks to two electric motors 
producing a combined 408 hp 
and 487 lb-ft of torque. 
Polestar 2 is high on interior 
design, as well, with an 
Android-powered infotainment 
system accessible through 
an 11.2-inch center screen 
and a 12.3-inch digital gauge 
cluster. Polestar thoroughly 
Google-fied the car’s interface 
with Google Assistant, Google 
Maps, and the Google Play 
store included. Users will be 
able to control most settings 
with their voice, and the 


Just a few years ago, the 
midsize pickup field was better 
suited to archaeologists than 
automotive enthusiasts, but 
now General Motors’ Chevy 
Colorado and GMC Canyon 
doppelgangers share the 
road with Jeep’s Gladiator, 
the returned Ford Ranger, an 
updated Toyota Tacoma, and 
soon a Ram Dakota. Expected 
to arrive in 2020 for the 2021 
model year, the upcoming 
Dakota might be exactly what 
you expect—or it could yet hold 
some surprises. 

Although details are still 
entirely speculative, some 


of which are vegan. Nappa 
leather is available, as well, for 
those who still enjoy the smell 
and feel of quality hide. 

A third model is on the 
horizon. Whereas the 2 is a tall 
sedan, the coming Polestar 3 
is said to be a crossover with 
a coupelike roofline. Polestar 
COO Jonathan Goodman has 
stated that the third addition 
to the lineup will be released 
at the “back end of 2021.” AM 















baseline expectations are 
likely to be met: a body-on- 
frame structure, a choice 

of gas or diesel V-6 or gas 
turbocharged four-cylinder 
engines, and a careful job 

of positioning around the 
Gladiator’s space in the 
market. That latter element 
might be the trickiest part of 
the Dakota’s development, 

as Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
won't want its two most 





profitable brands stepping on 
each other’s toes. 

Given Jeep’s position as the 
off-roadiest brand in the FCA 
family, that could leave Ram 
to push the Dakota into the 
more citybound and, dare we 
say, realistic, everyday uses 
most pickups actually get put 
to—think something more 
along the lines of Honda’s 
Ridgeline, minus the unibody 
construction and carlike 
driving demeanor (or, viewed 


from the other end, plus body- 


on-frame toughness and a 
satisfyingly trucklike driving 


demeanor). The Dakota is also 


likely to offer both single and 
quad cabs and both short and 
long boxes. 

Threading the needle with 
the Dakota gets even harder 
when you consider the Ram 


Classic, the marque’s previous- 


gen pickup, which is still on 


1500 and which will continue 
after the Dakota’s launch. 


Whatever the Dakota’s final 


form, it’s certain to meet a 
market recently repopulated 
with very strong competition. 
But given Rame distinctive 
styling, strong powertrain 
selection, and broad, often 
brand-loyal fan base among 
pickup buyers, were already 
stocking up on the popcorn. 


sale alongside the current Ram 
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WRX STI 5209: Late 2019 
Legacy: Fall 2019 
Outback: Fall 2019 


WRX STI S209: $55,000 (est) 
Legacy: $23,000 (est) 
Outback: $27,000 (est) 


gets 
something Japan can't have. 
We're talking about the 2019 
Subaru WRX STI S209, 
a U.S.-exclusive road rocket 
that celebrates 30 years of 
the STI brand. We drove 
a camouflaged example at 
Japan's Fuji Short Track and 
found it to have unbelievable 
levels of grip thanks to wide 
tires and a flexible tower brace. 

As the most powerful Subaru 
STI street model and the first 
S model to ever be sold on 
our shores, the S209's 2.5-liter 
turbo-four cranks out 341 hp. 
The 8209 comes with a bevy of 
other performance equipment, 
such as a low-restriction 
exhaust, a redesigned intake 
system, and a lighter flywheel. 
Itll put down a 0-60 time of 
less than 5 seconds. 

An intercooler water-spray 
system is also part of the 
package. Drivers can give 
a steering wheel-mounted 
paddle a tug to quickly lower 
the engine intake temperatures 
and temporarily boost power. 
Six-piston Brembo front brakes 
and two-piston rears take care 
of deceleration. Subaru will 
only produce 200 units of the 
5209, making it even more 
desirable for fans of the brand. 

Subaru knows better than 
to mess with what works, 


WRX STI S209 


and as such its latest debuts 
have been gradual, well- 
executed evolutions of two of 
its core models. That’s right, 
during the 2019 Chicago Auto 
Show, the 2020 Subaru 
Legacy crossed the stage. The 
seventh-generation midsize 
sedan will ride on Subaru’s 
new architecture, dubbed the 
Subaru Global Platform. 

The 2020 Legacy receives 
some premium standard 
equipment, such as torque- 
vectoring all-wheel drive, 
Subaru’s EyeSight driver assist 
safety technology, and a huge 
11.6-inch infotainment screen. 

Power comes from a 2.5-liter 
inline-four producing 182 hp 
and 176 lb-ft of torque in the 
base, Premium, Sport, and 
Limited models. The top-of-the- 
line Limited XT and Touring 
XT models receive a much 
more enticing powerplant, a 
2.4-liter turbocharged flat-four 
that churns out 260 hp and 277 
lb-ft of torque. 

This is all wrapped in fairly 


Outback 


^ — y "m d 


ordinary bodywork. The Legacy's 
styling is staid compared to 
competitors like the Honda 
Accord and Toyota Camry. 
Subaru equipped the sedan with 
active grille shutters to help 
with fuel economy on the base 
engine, resulting in a relatively 
impressive 27/35 mpg city/ 
highway EPA rating. 

Subaru is also staying true to 
lovers of lifted wagons with its 
new 2020 Subaru Outback. 
Although the body panels are all- 
new, the Outback retains similar 
styling to the outgoing model. 
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Additionally, chassis updates 
promise better handling. 

There's more tech to go 
around in the new Outback. 
Like the Legacy, a whopping 
11.6-inch touchscreen dominates 
the dash in every model except 
the base car. However, Android 
Auto and Apple CarPlay are 
standard across the lineup, as is 
EyeSight. It's also available with 
up to four USB ports and two 
standard 12-volt power outlets. 

The tall wagon is built for 
road trips, especially when 
equipped with the 2.5-liter 
engine. Subaru says the 
Outback can journey 600 
miles on a single tank in this 
powertrain configuration. When 
optioned with the 2.4-liter turbo 
engine, it can tow up to 3,500 
pounds. Engines produce the 
same power and torque figures 
as they do in the Legacy. Subaru 
seems to be making updates in 
all the right ways with these 
latest offerings, both arriving at 
dealerships this fall. 
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$325,000 (est) 


Rolls-Royce. That’s a weird 
sentence, isn’t it? Well, you’ve got to 
start somewhere, and since around 2010, 


the Rolls-Royce Ghost has served as 


. pounds. Fuel economy is expected at 
the lowest rung on Rolls’ gilded, ruby- 2020 \ , 
encrusted ladder. The Ghost hasn't been 20/20 City HET ARTT е 


ive. U tri td ict 
refreshed often since its introduction, DU J DE SACO NE. на Е 
. . . vectoring for better road responsiveness. 
ON y Ger OUS GOME ти The other engine option is a 2.5-liter 
in 2014 for the updated Series II that S Р ' 
continues through to today. 

Now that the all-new Phantom and 
Cullinan are taken care of, the Ghost (and $32,000 (est) 
presumably the two-door Wraith) are next 
in line for upgrades. The new baby Rolls 





I-4 paired with two motors to offer a 
December 2019 combined 240 horses. It runs on an 
efficient Atkinson cycle and is mated to 
an updated CVT. The old-school nickel- 
metal hydride batteries are stowed under 


is a far cry the back seat, and its all-electric range is 
has already been spotted out and about | e Se? . 
| from its Y2K debut and looks more limited, as is its towing capacity of 3,500 E] 
under camo, and from the looks of things, "n 9; 
e futuristic than its 2014 refresh. The pounds. The new Highlander gains 2.4 
it's more of the same—only better. | ; : 
| fourth-gen Highlander shares its inches in length and wheelbase over the 
Like all new Rolls-Royces from here 
moe Eech Toyota New Global Architecture previous generation and offers 16.1 cubic 
podus dum n DENS x жин platform with the Avalon, Camry, feet of storage behind the third row. An 
4 ' В р | Corolla, C-HR, Prius, and RAV4. upgraded Toyota Safety Sense bundle of 
obnoxiously called “The Architecture of ; e , І 
"a Toyota's premium hauler is available active safety features is standard. There's 
Luxury; which will help make the new car - ! 
; in L, LE, XLE, Limited, and Platform also an optional 12.3-inch touchscreen 
lighter, stiffer, and quieter than before. ; FR E ; | | 
: trims. A hybrid is coming in all instead of the standard 8.0-inch unit. 
We expect the same 6.75-liter twin-turbo | ; | 
| | variants except Ше L early next year. Depending on trim, the seven- or eight- 
V-12 found in the Cullinan and Phantom | ; ; . | 
І | The Highlander’s 2.7-liter I-4 has been passenger Highlander is available in five 
to be the new Ghost’s sole engine choice, . . | | 
. ditched, but the 3.5-liter V-6 with new flavors: Blueprint, Magnetic Gray 
mated to standard all-wheel drive, mE 
| 295 hp and 263 lb-ft is still available, Metallic, Moon Dust, Opulent Amber, 
perhaps plucked from the Cullinan. Power | 
mated to an eight-speed automatic. and Ruby Flare Pearl, as well as holdover 
should be in the neighborhood of the 563- Bee? | ' j 
GE, EE EE Phantom All-wheel drive is optional, and the shades Blizzard Pearl, Celestial Silver 
Р Highlander can tow up to 5,000 Metallic, and Midnight Black Metallic. 


and Cullinan, though more is reasonable. 

Inside and out, expect a toned-down, 
two-thirds-scale Phantom. Rolls wasn't 
particularly happy about the BMW 
componentry in the current Ghost, so 
look for a much more bespoke cockpit. 
Still, a reskinned version of BMW's iDrive 
likely runs the infotainment. 

Pricing shouldn't be too far off of the 
current car, which starts at $314,400. If 
two-doors or drop-tops are more your 
style, wait a couple more years for the 
updated Wraith and Dawn, respectively. 
Look for the updated Ghost to make its 
debut sometime early next year. 
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Model Y: Late 2020 
Pickup: 2021 (est) 


Model Y: $40,200 
Pickup: $50,000 (est) 


tweet or podcast 
appearance by Tesla CEO Elon Musk 
can make the following information 
irrelevant, but here's what we know so far 
about the highly anticipated 2021 Tesla 
Model Y crossover. Musk says it will have 
the functionality of an SUV but ride like a 
sports car, and we're certainly down with 
that. The Y is a cross between the more 
affordable Model 3 sedan and the bigger 
and pricier Model X crossover, minus the 
falcon-wing doors. The standard rear- 
drive version of the electric crossover 
starts at $40,200 and offers 230 miles of 
range. Tesla states that Standard Range 
production should begin in late 2020 for 
the U.S. and early 2021 for Europe and 
China. Expect to pay at least $48,200 for 
Long Range variants, which can reach 
an estimated 300 miles, and add $4,000 
for dual-motor all-wheel-drive upgrades. 
Power fiends will want the Performance 
version, which offers 280 miles of range 
and starts at $61,200— give or take the 
inevitable discounts sporadically offered 
depending on the day's stock market 
share fluctuations. Tesla claims a recharge 
time of 15 minutes for 168 miles of range 
via its pay-per-use network of more than 
12,000 Superchargers around the globe. 
Autopilot only adds another $3,000, 
and if you want to nap while a Model Y 
scoots you to work, a Full Self-Driving 
pack costs $5,000. Tesla claims the add- 
on will allow the SUV to recognize and 
respond to traffic lights and stop signs, 
automatically drive itself to its owner in a 
parking lot, negotiate streets, and deliver 
fully automated driving from on-ramp 
to off-ramp. Standard goodies include a 
panoramic glass roof, emergency braking, 
collision warning, blind-spot monitoring, 
a 15.0-inch touchscreen, and split-folding 


TESLA PICKUP: KRIS HORTON 


seats that expand the cargo room by 
66 cubic feet. Plus, there's more cargo 
space under the hood in the frunk. Add 
another $3,000, and a third row of seats 
can expand capacity from five to seven 
passengers. The faithful can order one 
today with a $2,500 deposit—or you can 
take home an all-electric Audi or Jaguar 
today. Your choice. 

Musk also recently told the world 
that the Tesla Pickup will start at less 
than $50,000 when it rolls out, a price 





that would undercut the Rivian RIT 

by at least $20,000. The “cyberpunk” 
pickup is slated to go into production 
sometime after the Model Y. Last year 
Musk tweeted that the dual-motor Pickup 
will have crazy torque and a suspension 
that dynamically adjusts for the load. 

He also has said the Pickup will be *a 
better truck than an F-150 in terms of 
trucklike functionality and be a better 
sports car than a standard 911. That's the 
aspiration.” It's good to have goals. 








preparing its full-blown 
electrified assault on the U.S. market. 
So what's the plan, you ask? Roll out no 
fewer than 15 electric vehicles by 2025, 
with its emerging ID range of vehicles 
serving as the beachhead. The first 
production ID EV, dubbed the ID.3, won't 
be sold on our shores but has already 
made its debut in Europe. Instead, a 
production vehicle inspired by the ID 
Crozz will lead the U.S. charge in 2020. 

The Crozz concepts goofy name 

indicates that it previews a future 
crossover. It touts an 83-kW-hr battery 
pack with 302 hp. VW claims more than 
300 miles of range for the high-rider, 
which will be accompanied by a similarly 
equipped electric sedan at its debut. 





ID Buzz 


The nostalgic pick of the ID lineup will 
be a version of the Buzz concept, which we 
drove all the way back in 2017; a production 
model has been confirmed for 2022. The 
top-spec version will be capable of a five- 
second 0-60 time thanks to combination of 
а 150-kW rear and 125-kW front motor. VW 
estimates a time of 20 minutes to attain an 
80 percent charge of its I11-KW-hr battery. 

Another fun, VW-style creation is the 
cute ID Buggy, which is expected to reach 
production thanks to the flexibility of VW's 
MEB platform. According to Klaus Bischoff, 


head of Volkswagen Design, assembly 
of the off-road EV is being contracted 
to a German electric startup called 
e.Go Mobile. The concept is powered 
by a rear-mounted electric motor 
producing 201 hp and 228 Ib-ft of 
torque and can travel 155 miles with 
its 62-kW-hr battery pack. 

VW rolled out the suicide-door- 
equipped ID Vizzion sportback 
concept at the 2018 Geneva show. 

Its electric AWD system promises a 
combined 302 hp and an estimated 
driving range of 413 miles, a result of 
its 111-kW-hr battery. The most luxury- 
oriented concept of the lot, the Vizzion 
was billed with Level 5 autonomous 
systems, and it doesn't even have a 
steering wheel. The driver controls it 
with voice and gesture controls. 

Fossil fuel fans need not be 
distraught, however. VW reaffirmed its 
commitment not only to gas-powered 
cars but also to the sport sedan with 
the 2019 Jetta GLI. VW dropped the 
GTTSs powertrain, a 2.0-liter turbo- 
four that produces 228 hp and 258 
Ib-ft and is mated to either a manual 
or dual-clutch transmission, into the 
seventh-gen Jetta. The fleet-footed GLI 
also comes with a fully independent 
suspension, which can be upgraded to 
have adaptive chassis control in the 
35th Anniversary Edition trim level. 

Chicken tax be damned, VW has 
also continued to test the viability of 
a pickup for the U.S. with the Tarok 
concept. The smaller VW pickup 
concept followed on the heels of the 
V-6-powered Atlas Tanoak concept, 
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which made its debut to immense fanfare 
in 2018. The Tarok features a 1.4-liter 
turbocharged engine, a six-speed automatic 
transmission, and 4Motion all-wheel drive. 

The Tarok’s coolest feature is a trick bed 
that extends into the cabin. It also features 
roof racks and a removable Bluetooth radio 
that docks in the center column. The Tarok 
is underpinned by the MQB platform, 
shared by the Arteon, Atlas, Jetta, Polo, and 
Tiguan, so we have a pretty good idea that 
it would handle similarly to a tall Golf if 
VW decides to build it. 
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MALIBU, CALIFORNIA— 


AS MUCH AS cars from the Hyundai-Kia-Genesis 
juggernaut have improved over the past couple of 
decades, driver appeal has never been a strong 
point—at least it wasn't until 2015, when Hyundai 
hired Albert Biermann away from BMW's M Division. 
He's steadily improved the group's products, but the 
Kia Stinger is his first standard-bearer. 

After nearly a year with our Four Seasons Stinger, 
the Automobile staff knows it's the real deal, but is 
the rest of America ready to believe in a driver's car 
from Kia? That was the backdrop for introducing our 
stinger to the godfathers of American performance: 
the Original Venice Crew. 

Fifty-four years ago, Jim Marietta, Ted Sutton, and 
Peter Brock were part of the Shelby American team 
that helped Carroll Shelby create cars like the compe- 
tition-ready GT350R. Today the trio makes continua- 
tion-build GT350Rs from '65 Mustangs the same way 
they did in Carroll’s day. Their built-to-order Mus- 
tangs boast a few minor enhancements that Shelby 
had (or might have) planned for the original, such as 
aerodynamic elements for the front valance and rear 
window, engine improvements, and an optional inde- 
pendent rear suspension. Still, there’s not much in the 
new cars that couldn’t have been done in 1965. 

The connection to our Kia? Technically, the Stinger 
has some Ford ancestry: Not long after the OVC started 
wrenching on Fords, Hyundai started making the Ford 
Cortina, Granada, and Taunus for the Korean market, 
and Kia made U.S.-market Festivas and Aspires on 
Ford's behalf. 

Still, would these guys scoff at driving our newfan- 
gled, fuel-injected, twin-turbo, electronic-nanny-laden 
four-door? Nope—car guys are car guys, and they were 
eager for a chance to wring out the Stinger. 

Marietta and Sutton accompany us to the wildfire- 
ravaged hills above Malibu, California, home to some 
of the world's greatest driving roads. They've brought 
one of their competition GT350s, and Marietta con- 
ducts a walk-around to demonstrate what the “origi- 
nal" in Original Venice Crew really means. 
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Marietta points out the carburetor 
intake plenum and the splash guard 
for the fuel cell. ^We weld these up by 
hand,’ he says. “Nowadays, you can buy 
them for $20, but thats not how we 
did it in the old days.” He moves to the 
hand-flared rear fenders. *I did one side, 
and Ted did the other,’ he says. Are they 
identical on both sides? *Of course not!" 
he says with a laugh. 

Before turning Marietta and Sutton 
loose in the Stinger, we head into the 
hills for some pacing-and-chasing shots 
while the cars are still clean. Sixties-era 
muscle can feel a bit tame compared 
with today's fuel-injected turbocharged wonders, but it 
becomes instantly obvious the Stinger isn't going to shake 
this particular Mustang. 

OVC's GT350Rs pack a stronger punch than the originals. 
The estimated 450 horsepower is about 150 better than the 
original and 85 more than the Stinger. And at 2,800 pounds, 
the Mustang is also more than half a ton lighter than the 
Kia. Stealth is the latter's only advantage: The Stinger's 


exhaust doesn't bellow its intentions the way the Mustang's 
does. But get on the Kia, and Marietta is right on its tail, 
and everyone within a half-mile radius knows. 

We stop for a bit of poking and prodding under the 
Stinger’s hood; you might expect these two to be critical 
of the Stinger's maze of plumbing, but they seem satisfied 
everything is in order. We give them a quick overview of 
the controls, then Marietta takes the wheel. 





The OVC previously hired race car driver Rick Titus to 
wring out its Mustangs at Willow Springs, but as Marietta 
fires the Stinger into the first corner, it's a wonder why— 
it's evident this guy can drive. “It’s got plenty of scoot,’ 
says Sutton, who's riding shotgun. “These are some pretty 
challenging roads. These curves and hills are like Willow 
Springs, where we test our cars. A bit unnerving for 
someone who doesn’t have a hold of the steering wheel.” 

“T don’t want to be too aggressive,’ Marietta says, and then 
he jumps on the accelerator. The Stinger’s eight-speed auto- 
matic responds instantly with a downshift. “That popped 
down pretty quick,’ he says. “We should have hit 100 there. I 
can't look at the speedo because I'm a little bit busy.’ 

“Pop the chute!” Sutton exclaims. 

“Did you feel it break loose a bit there, in the rear?” 
Marietta asks. “No,” Sutton deadpans. “I did; Marietta 
says. “Just a little tail out.” Braking hard for a sharp bend, 
he says, “It wiggles a bit on hard braking.” Sutton feels it 
at the same time. “The tail was wagging a bit, wasn’t it?” 

As the driver gets more and more comfortable with the 
car, he cranks up the speed even further. Sutton calmly 
takes in the scenery as we rocket through the path of the 


After 50 
years of 
wrenching on 
Mustangs, 
Jim Marietta 
knows a thing 
or two about 
performance. 
He put our 
Stinger 
through its 
paces on the 
challenging 
roads above 
Malibu. 
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QUIET RIOT 

Our Kia has talent, but there 
was no way it was going to 
shake the OVC’s GT350R. The 
Stinger’s advantage is stealth. 


wildfires. Motor homes are parked next to the blackened 
remains of houses as residents rebuild their homes and 
their lives. As we pass a field of blooming wildflowers, 
Sutton says, “That'd make a nice picture. Yikes!” We're in a 
sudden left-hander. “Oop, oop, oops,” Marietta says, and— 
thankfully—the Kia’s tires bite with their usual ferocity. 

We suggest that this particular corner seems to come 
out of nowhere. “It is a surprising curve,” Marietta agrees. 
“It looks like there's a dip and you're going to go straight, 
but guess what, you're turning left. You ever been to Lime 
Rock? That reminds me of a little dipsy-doodle there.” 

"Full speed ahead!" Sutton cries. 

We wend our way back to where the Mustang is parked 
and then retire to a local burger joint to talk over their 
impressions. The hard-core American performance gurus 
refuse to scoff at the Korean upstart. 

"Its a nice-feeling car, without question,” Marietta says. 
“It has a lot of grunt, and it accelerates quickly. I wasn't 
expecting the low-rpm grunt that it has. I felt a little 
pull to the right on acceleration, which means it proba- 
bly doesn’t have positraction.” (The Stinger does have a 
mechanical limited-slip diff—optional on 2018 cars and 
standard as of 2019—but it may unlock briefly if the sta- 
bility control is triggered, in order to allow a brake to be 
applied on a single rear wheel.) 

“You definitely need to keep it in Sport mode,” Marietta 
continues. “I think they can tighten up the suspension a 





Our 
2018 Kia 
Stinger 
GT2 


AS-TESTED 
PRICE: 

$50,175 

ENGINE: 

$.5-liter twin-turbo 
DOHC 24-valve 
V-6/565 hp @ 
6,000 rpm, 576 Ib-ft 
@ 1,500 rom 
TRANSMISSION: 
8-speed automatic 
LAYOUT: 

4-door, 5-passenger, 
front-engine, RWD 
sedan 

EPA MILEAGE: 
19/25 mpg (city/hwy) 
LxWxH: 

190.2 x 736 x301 in 
WHEELBASE: 
114.4 in 

WEIGHT: 

5,829 Ib 

0-60 MPH: 

4./ sec 

TOP SPEED: 

167 mph 


“WE WERE 
DRIVING 
IT PRETTY 
AGGRESSIVELY 
ON A REALLY 
DEMANDING 
ROAD." 


“WE WERE 
DOING A LOT 
OF HARD 
BRAKING 
AND HARD 
CORNERING. 
IT PICKED UP 
THE CORNERS 
REALLY WELL. 
YOU GET 
SOME NICE 
NOISE 
FROM THE 
ENGINE." 





little bit. Under hard braking, setting up to go through a 
curve, the rear end gets a little light. Going around corners, 
depending on the road surface, on the bumps it gets a little 
front-heavy. The transmission feels good. And if you're going 
to run a car hard like that in the mountains, you're going to 
need bigger, better brakes.” 

“We were driving it pretty aggressively on a really de- 
manding road,” Sutton says. “We were doing a lot of hard 
acceleration and hard braking and hard cornering, and like 
Jim said, it picked up the corners really well. The cabin is 
comfortable and reasonably quiet, and you get some nice 
acceleration noise from the engine.” 

As the Original Venice Crew works primarily with 
naturally aspirated engines, were interested in their 
opinions of the Stinger’s small-displacement, twin-turbo 
setup. Is there something inherently dishonest in the tur- 
bocharger? 

“I don’t think it’s a cheat,’ Marietta says. “Even though 
I'm not a tree-hugger environmentalist, it does make sense 
to get more horsepower without having to get a bigger 
engine and pump more fuel through it. I was favorably 
impressed because I thought it had a lot of grunt right out 
of the box. I didn’t feel much turbo lag. They seem to have 
found a way to correct that.” 

“It has quite a bit of grunt down below,’ Sutton agrees, 
“and it kept hammering on and didn't fall off?” 

No surprise, the Original Venice Crew has little patience 
for the Stinger’s electronic nannies. “One thing I would 
change; Marietta says, “or turn off as soon as I could, is 
all the stay-in-your-lane, don’t-do-this—the ‘mommy car’ 


OVC and 
Automobile 
discuss old 
school vs. new 
school over 
burgers. The 
boys were 
favorably 
impressed by 
our Stinger. 





is not what you want, because it really is 
distracting when you hear those things or 
feel the little tug at the wheel. I’m here. I 
know what I'm doing. 

“The head-up display is distracting,’ he 
adds. “I looked through it right away—I didn’t 
see it until you brought it to my attention 
because I’m focusing on what I’m doing, 
especially on those roads. You need to focus. 
We weren't out there for a sightseeing tour.” 

It becomes apparent that the OVC sees 
the Kia Stinger as a potential project. “I 
think we could find some ways to improve 
it,’ Sutton says. “We don’t know how good that air-to-air 
intercooler is. I think because this is a production car, 
there are a lot of things we could do to get the air in there 
a bit quicker and less turbulent. I didn’t look to see if the 
brakes were cooled, but we'd definitely put coolers in. 
Probably not the water spritzers, but at least air coolers. 

“It’s a nice little car. Feels good, feels solid. But I think 
we could up its game.” AM 
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MOTUL PETIT LE MANS 


Michelin Raceway Road Atlanta 
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Cargo/Trunk Liner Carbon Fiber License CupFone" 
Plate Frame 


SEE OUR FULL LINE OF AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES AT 
® 
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MADE IN USA 





FLOORLINER™ 


Order Now: 800-441-6287 American Customers 


Canadian Customers 
WeatherTech.com WeatherTech.ca 


Accessories Available for: Acura • Alfa Romeo « Aston Martin • Audi e BMW e Buick « Cadillac e Chevrolet • Chrysler « 
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Ferrari « Fiat e Ford • Genesis • GMC 
s-Benz e Mercury - MINI + Mitsubishi 
e loyota • Volkswagen « Volvo and тоге! 


Honda • Hummer • Hyundai « Infiniti e Isuzu e Jaguar « Jeep • Kia • Land Rover e Lexus « Lincoln e Maserati e Mazda • 
Nissan • Oldsmobile • Plymouth • Pontiac • Porsche • RAM « SAAB « Saturn • Scion • Smart • Subaru • Suzuki • Tesla 
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ALL-WEATHER 
FLOOR MATS 


All-Weather Floor Mats are custom, flexible all season 
vehicle floor mats with deeply sculpted channels designed 
to trap water, road salt, mud and sand. All-Weather Floor 
Mats are engineered to prevent curling and cracking in 
sub-zero weather. 


Available in Black, Tan and Grey Ribbed Design Underside Nibs and Anti-Skid Ridges 


(Cocoa Available for Select Applications) 


Designed and Engineered in USA - 


- Handcrafted in Germany 


BumpStep М Side Window Deflector; Пе иШ Mudflaps Stone E Bug Deflector 


An oversized trailer hitch mounted bumper Custom-fit, in-wincow-channel, rain anc Custom-fit to protect your vehicle’s A sleek and low profile custom-fit rock and 


protector that defends your bumper against debris guards that allow fresh air to fenders and exterior from rocks, mud, bug shield that protects the hood of your 
rear end accidents, dents and scratches. enter and leave the vehicle. road grime and other debris. car, truck, SUV or minivan. 


=== PROUDLY DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED IN AMERICA 





"eem ALLOYCOVER 


A lightweight, low-profile hard tri-fold pickup truck bed cover 
that maximizes protection from harsh weather conditions 
without compromising style and strength. 
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и PetComfert 
PlateFrame Feeding System 
A virtually indestructible, one-piece license A weather-resistant vehicle rooftop cargo Helps pets of all ages access vehicles and USA made with dedication to the health 
plate frame that keeps your plate snug and carrier that helps secure and safeguard various household areas with ease. of your pets. Human grade stainless 
secure. excess Cargo and gear. Steel bowls, stand/mat made from 


FDA approved materials. 
© 2019 by MacNeil IP LLC 


See these products and more at Weather = <= сот 
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DRIVES 


P» GIVEN OUR PROCLIVITY for rakish hyper- 
wedges, you might think we'd be first to take up torches 
and pitchforks against the wave of uber-Iuxe and mega- 
fast SUVs. But we're big fans of vehicular variety—and 
more important, if carmakers offering higher-volume, 
family-friendly models helps to keep their niche sports 
cars alive, we won't complain too loudly. 

There was certainly a precedent at Lamborghini for 
a wild and wildly expensive super-utility. Whereas ve- 
hicles such as Maseratis Levante, Bentley's Bentayga, 
and Rolls-Royce's Cullinan don't have any real ancestry, 
Lamborghini unveiled the Urus to a resounding cry of 
“Finally!” from more than a few of the marque’s enthusi- 
asts; for decades we've pined for a successor to the enig- 
matic LM002, the “Rambo Lambo.” 

Comparisons between the two are understandable, 
but a head-to-head face-off is difficult to execute. With 
only 300 LMOO2s produced between 1986 and 1992, your 
chances of driving an LM are scarce; when Lamborghini 
offered us a small window behind the wheel of a black 
LM as part of its Winter Accademia ice-driving program, 
we caught the first flight out for a day in the Alps. 

As much as Lamborghini would love to take credit 
for its prescience of the ultra-SUV boom to come, the 
LMO002 only went into production as a way to recoup 
some cash after a series of failures. Its warfront-ready 


by CONNER GOLDEN 


looks aren'tjust for show: In 1977, the marque contracted 
Mobility Technology International (MTI) to whip up a 
desert-running, rock-crushing, soldier-hauling buggy 
in hopes of securing a U.S. military contract. 

The result was the infamous 1977 Lamborghini Chee- 
tah prototype, an open-cockpit fiberglass desert runner 
powered by a rear-mounted, 5.9-liter Chrysler-sourced 
V-8 with 180 horsepower. It looked cool, but thanks in 
large part to its atrocious handling and sluggish engine 
performance, no one bit. Lingering interest was wiped 


LAMBO SUV 
CONCEPTS 


Tracing a line from 
failed military project 
to production truck 


Looking at the 
LMOO?2's lineage, 
it's a miracle 
anything escaped 
that development 
hell at all. After 
the 1977 Cheetah 
turned out to 

be a disaster, 

the rear-engine 
LMOO! improved 
refinement with 
a closed cabin, 
but handling and 
performance were 
still a nightmare. 
The front-engine 
LMAOO?2 concept 
was the final 
evolution of the 
concept stage. 
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out when the Cheetah project ran into substantial legal is- 
sues levied by FMC, a competing contractor whose XR311 
military prototype was noticeably similar to the Lambo, 
both mechanically and aesthetically. 

In 1980, Lamborghini—by then descended into bank- 
ruptcy after founder Ferruccio Lamborghini relinquished 
control of the company—was sold to Swiss brothers Jean- 
Claude and Patrick Mimran, who set about diversifying 
and modernizing the lineup. The Cheetah was reimagined 
as a cushy dune slayer for sheikhs. Engineering grand 
master Giulio Alfieri reworked a stripped-out, bare-bones 
Cheetah into the 1981 LMOOI concept. Although its closed 
cabin vastly improved livability, the rear-engine architec- 
ture continued to prove problematic. 

The clouds cleared with the finalized LM002. The rear- 
mounted AMC V-8 was out, replaced by a front-mounted 
5.2-liter V-12 pulled from the Countach LP 5000 Quattroval- 
vole, nestled in an all-new tubular space frame chassis. Com- 
pared with the V-8 prototypes, power was way, way up to 455 
hp and 368 lb-ft of torque, managed by a dogleg five-speed 
manual transmission. Four-wheel drive and the mil-spec 
styling remained, softened only by a nice leather interior. 

Nearly a decade after the Cheetah, the LM002 began to 
prowl public streets. It predictably attracted a star-studded 
docket of buyers capable of swallowing the price tag. Aside 
from owners such as Keke Rosberg, Mike Tyson, Eddie 
Van Halen, and Sylvester Stallone, Tina Turner famously 
replaced her LM002’s 5.2-liter V-12 with a Mercedes V-8 
and an automatic transmission for better livability in Los 
Angeles traffic. 

Often shot side by side with the Countach, the LM002 
appears preposterously large, glowering at its doorstop- 
shaped sibling over its square fenders and chromed bull 
bar. However, when it's parked next to its modern progeny 
in Livigno, you realize how times and proportions have 
changed. It's not petite by any means, but it would be help- 
lessly outclassed in a bodybuilding contest against today's 


Chevrolet Tahoe. Parked next to a regular-cab 1986 Ford 
F-150, the LMO02 is 8.5 inches shorter but just as wide. 
The Urus is more than a foot longer and almost an inch 
wider, though the LM's roof sits some 9 inches higher. 

Inside, every inch of the smallish cabin is covered in 
either plush leather or glossy wood paneling, including the 
massive center tunnel. Ergonomics were never Sant'Agata's 
strong suit, and things are especially dire in the LM. 
Rubber-sealed buttons bearing descriptors like ^Winch" 
and “Stop” are shotgunned across the dash, while a panel 
of NASA-style warning lights stands ready to inform the 
hapless driver of any catastrophic mechanical failures. 

The V-12 isn't particularly pleased about being roused 
from its sleep, taking a few turgid turnover attempts before 
it catches. This is chassis No. 12231, one of 157 fuel-injected 
examples and the first to receive a factory restoration from 
Lambo's Polo Storico heritage restoration workshop. It's 
likely the cleanest and most well-maintained LM in the 
world; everything works as it would have when it left the 
factory floor more than 30 years ago. 








It's not as mud-hungry as 
the Lamborghini LMOO2, but 
the Urus is more capable 
off-road than its uber- 
crossover looks suggest. 


Driving this beast is as wacky as you'd imagine. The nonadjustable, tri- 
spoke steering wheel is nailed directly to the dash, rewarding you with feed- 
back that's oddly both heavy and loose at once. You saw at the wheel to keep it 
going straight, thanks primarily to those steamroller tires up front. Faced with 
the LM's unmanageable mass, its 450 ponies feel more like 200 as we roar up 
a narrow Italian mountain road. All three pedals are incredibly heavy, even the 
throttle. Pressing the accelerator is like stamping a brick into semi-hardened 
concrete, so attempts to rev-match and downshift smoothly are a lottery. 

We're cramped, sweaty, sore, and having the time of our lives. There's some- 
thing goose-bump-inducing when faced with the LM002’s tremendous absur- 
dity. Snow, slush, rock, sand, road—whatever—it doesn't make any difference. 
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It emboldens you to a dangerous degree. As you wrestle the 
heavy controls and drink in the waves of V-12 howl, you 
might wonder who would win: the oncoming tourist bus or 
three tons of military-grade steel? 

Whereas the LMOO2 was born from failure, the Urus 
was a guaranteed success before it left the designer's 
drafting board. Forget stillborn military desert MPV—this 
Lamborghini was an amortized, semi-mass-production 
commodity from the get-go. Buoyed by the roaring success 
of the Bentley Bentayga, the Urus is the first super-sport 
SUV to hit the market, beating out Aston Martin and Ferrari 
high-riders still in development. 

The Urus owes its existence in part to Lamborghini's 
membership in the Volkswagen Group's thick portfolio of 
brands. Under its origami exterior, it uses a component 
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set known as MLBevo, the platform that also underpins 
the Bentayga, Audi Q7, and Porsche Cayenne. Its 4.0-liter 
twin-turbo V-8 and ZF-sourced eight-speed automatic 
transmission is a Lambo-tuned version of a powertrain 
also found in the Cayenne, Porsche Panamera, and Bentley 
Continental V8. 

Before Lamborghini revealed the Urus properly in 
2017, its engine was the biggest point of speculation. The 
company toyed with slotting in the 5.2-liter naturally 
aspirated V-10 from the Gallardo and later Huracán, but 
that fell to the wayside early in development in favor of the 
easier-to-package V-8. It might have an uncharacteristic 
cylinder count for a Lamborghini, but with 641 hp and 627 
lb-ft, the engine outmuscles every version of the Huracan. 

Where the 1М002 suffered from awful ergonomics, 
the Urus benefited from Audi and VW Group’s steward- 
ship of the marque. Stuffed between Alcantara surfaces 
and gleaming chrome “Lamborghini” dash script, Audi 
switchgear makes daily-driving this SUV as simple as lop- 
ing around town in a new Q8. АП the infotainment guts, 
knobs, switches, and steering wheel buttons are adapted 
from Audi, with the exception of the odd cluster of blocky 
drive controls mounted on the center console. The pri- 
mary transmission shifter is a massive flat lever; the rest 
of the assorted knobs and toggles deal with the six drive 
modes and various drivetrain options. 
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BRUTALISM 

As dramatic as it appears, the 
LMOO2 was designed primarily as 
a super-luxe expedition vehicle 
for sheikhs and warlords. 


1992 
A Lamborghini 
¥ LMOO2 


SPECS 


ON SALE: 

1986-1992 

PRICE: 

$120,000 

(base, when new), 
$350,000+ (now) (est) 
ENGINE: 

5.21 DOHC 

48-valve V-12; 

444 hp @ 7,800 rpm, 
568 Ib-ft @ 4,500 rpm 
TRANSMISSION: 
5-ѕрееа manual 
LAYOUT: 

4-door, 4-passenger, 
front-engine, (WD SUV 
EPA MILEAGE: 

N/A 

LxWxH: 

192.9 x 78.7 x 72.8 in 
WHEELBASE: 

118.1 in 

WEIGHT: 

6,780 Ib 

0-60 MPH: 

7.8 sec 

TOP SPEED: 

118 mph 


2019 
Lamborghini 
Urus 


SPECS 


ON SALE: 

Now 

PRICE: 

$203,995 (base) 
ENGINE: 

4.0L twin-turbo 
DOHC 32-valve V-8; 
641 hp @ 6,000 rpm, 
627 Ib-ft @ 2,250 rpm 
TRANSMISSION: 
8-speed automatic 
LAYOUT: 

4-door, 5-passenger, 
front-engine, AWD SUV 
EPA MILEAGE: 
12/17 mpg (city/hwy) 
LxWxH: 

201.2 x 79.4 x 64.5 in 
WHEELBASE: 

118.2 in 

WEIGHT: 

4,850 Ib (est) 

0-60 MPH: 

5.6 sec 

TOP SPEED: 

190 mph 





If you're bent up about the sizable amount of VW corporate accoutrements 
in its cabin, don't fret—the way the Urus drives more than makes up for any 
perceived devaluation in the interior. It steers, corners, and accelerates like 
a lifted hatchback Huracán—and we mean that in the best way possible. In 
a straight line, it's as hard-charging as you'd want a Lamborghini SUV to 
be, accompanied by a staccato V-8 bellow that bounces off the rocky Italian 
Alps and threatens to set off an avalanche. Around tight mountain passes, it's 
subaru WRX-like in its all-wheel-drive tenacity, cutting through corners and 
digging into sweepers faster than any such vehicle has the right to. 

When you've finished liquefying your passengers' innards and pulverizing 
your groceries, the Urus calms down to a muffled burble when you switch into 
its regular day-to-day driving modes. Kept in the most comfortable setting, it's 
no more punishing than an equivalent Audi Q7 or Q8. It's not as dirt-hungry as 
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Few of these will make it 
off the beaten path, but we 
think it looks just as good 
in the snow and slush as it 
would on Rodeo Drive. 





an LM002, but with some proper tires, it does a convincing 
impression as it scrambles up icy and muddy inclines. 
More so than any high-power sedan, wagon, or truck, the 
Urus is an impressive do-it-all performer. 

Even with the advent of the Rolls-Royce Cullinan and 
Bentayga, the idea of a Lamborghini SUV is still somewhat 
of a novelty. The factory made too few of the LM002 for it to 
have made a lasting impression on the general public, and 
in our experience, a brightly colored Urus attracts more 
eyeballs than most any other SUV on the road, Bentley 
or otherwise. It’s also a bit of a bargain, considering the 
LM stickered for $120,000 when new, a skosh less than 
$300,000 in 2019 bucks. It hasn’t gotten any cheaper, as 
market values hover around $400,000 for a concours- 
ready example. A base-level Urus, if you’re able to find one 
at sticker, will set you back “only” about $200,000. That’s 
not too bad in a timeline that saw the first 125-unit run of 
the $2.8 million Koenigsegg Jesko sell out before that car 
left the 2019 Geneva auto show floor. 

In fact, between June and December of 2018, the Urus 
already eclipsed the LM's lifetime sales total by nearly a 
factor of six, with 1,761 sold, and 70 percent of Urus buyers 
were new to Lamborghini. So maybe you won't stand out 
quite as much as you would have back when the LM was 
wrapper-fresh. Still, if you're keen on keeping up with the 
Joneses, you'd better hurry— plenty of them already have 
an example. No doubt they would look even better if they 
had a Rambo Lambo to pair with it. AM 
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Rainy affair 
delivers a 
mixed bag 
of results 


UCTIONS 


by 
RORY JURNECKA 


1. 1954 Ferrari 500 Mondial Spider, 
$4,155,220 


2.1957 Porsche 550A Spyder, 
$3,774,967 


3.1965 Aston Martin Short- 
Chassis Volante, $2,015,922 


4. 1955 Fiat 8V Zagato Coupe, 
$1,978,544 


5. 1931 Bugatti Type 50 Roadster, 
$1,576,160 


6. 2016 Ferrari F12tdf, 
$885,331 


7. 1961 Maserati 3500 СТ Spyder, 
$740,628 


8.1966 Ferrari 330 GTC, 
$621,262 


9. 2019 Aston Martin Vanquish 
Zagato Shooting Brake, $571,002 


10. 1973 Porsche 911 Carrera RS 
2.7 Touring, $533,284 


AUTOMOBILEMAG.COM 


RM 
SOTHEBY'S 
VILLA ERBA, 


ITALY 


Villa Erba auction is held 
on the picturesque shores of Lake Como in Northern Italy, 
a well-known spot for summer vacationers, just down 
the shore from the Concorso d’Eleganza at Villa d’Este. 
This year, the auction house raked in $22,006,506 in total 
sales, supported by a roster of high-end European classics, 
а handful with designs by Italian coachbuilder Zagato. Still, 
rainy weather likely helped contribute to a somewhat dour 
atmosphere, which kept the all-important sell-through rate 
down to 57 percent. Just 51 of 54 total cars met reserve, 
with many highly publicized cars failing to sell. Here are 
the sales—and the no-sales—that caught our eye: 


PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF RM SOTHEBY'S 


1 1955 Maserati A6G/2000 
Berlinetta Zagato 
Not sold: $3,105,398 
One of the prettiest postwar 
sports cars ever produced, this 
Maserati had lovely Zagato- 
penned panels, a jewel of a 
2.0-liter straight-six engine 
(with triple Weber carburetors), 
and provenance that included 
being driven by the legendary 
duo of Stirling Moss and Denis 
Jenkinson during practice for 4 
the 1956 Mille Miglia (a race 
the two won the year before in 
a Mercedes 300 SLR). The car 
went on to run the 56 Mille in 
the hands of an Italian team but 
finished far back in the pack. 
A lack of period motorsports 
success, along with an extensive 
rebody in more recent years, 
likely kept interest down on 
this example. 


2 1955 Fiat 8V Zagato 
Sold: $1,978,544 
Nearly $2 million for a Fiat? 
You betcha. The Fiat 8V was 
a groundbreaking car when it 
launched in 1952, powered by 
a 2.0-liter V-8 engine. Several 
coachbuilders provided bodies 
for the 8V range, but just 26 
were styled by Zagato, as our 
subject car is. Despite the 8V 
being well known for its huge 
racing success even after its last 
year of production in 1955, this 5 
example was kept away from 
the track until the 1970s, when 
it was vintage-raced for a time. 
Despite that, the car lived a fairly 
easy life that's partly to thank for 
its outstanding condition today. 


3 1990 Ferrari 548 TB 
Zagato Elaborazione 
Sold: $244,078 
By the 1990s, Zagato had 
largely moved away from the 
elegant lines that graced many 
of its '50s and '60s forms and 
into what could be described 
as a more avant-garde design 
period. The Ferrari 348 TB 
Zagato Elaborazione is a perfect 

example of this, with its triple 

circular taillights, added side 


scoops and GTO-style rear fender 
vents, and “interesting” front 
valance. Beauty is in the eye of 
the beholder, and this car had 
just one beholder from new, 
covering some 12,000 miles in 
that time. Surprisingly, for not 
being a pinnacle of either Ferrari 
or Zagato's potential, this 348 sold 
at the upper end of its estimate, 
helped along by its status as the 
1991 Geneva show car. 










































2009 Mercedes-Benz SLR 
McLaren Stirling Moss 

Not sold: $1,675,705 
Mercedes built just 75 examples 
of the SLR Stirling Moss, and 

it's not difficult to see why. The 
retro design harks back to the 
300 SLR that Moss and navigator 
Jenkinson drove in the 55 Mille 
Miglia, but the diminutive 
windscreen and near-total lack 
of creature comforts relegate 
these road racers to use on clear 
roads under sunny skies. Never 
offered in the U.S., this car was 
delivered new to Europe, where 
the previous two owners put some 
5,000 miles on it before it ended 
up on RM's auction block. We've 
seen cars with fewer miles listed 
for as much as $3 million, but this 
one couldn't find a home under 
rainy skies at half that amount. A 
standard 2008 SLR Roadster also 
failed to sell at $279,254. 


1954 Ferrari 500 

Mondial Spider 

Sold: $4,153,220 

The event's top seller was this 
Ferrari 500 Mondial, a very 
pretty sports racer that is one of 
just five built with this “covered 
headlight’-style bodywork from 
Pinin Farina (then two words). 
Mondials were four-cylinder 
Ferrari race cars (engine designer 
Aurelio Lampredi would go on 
to design the famous Fiat four- 
cylinder twin-cam engine), and 
this one raced extensively from 
new in Southern California. 
More recently, the car received 

a cosmetic restoration from 
Ferrari’s Classiche department, 
along with Red Book certification 
of authenticity from the marque. 

































A classic Ferrari from a classic 
era, this is surely one of the better 
Mondials in existence, and it 
sold like it. 


1952 Lancia Aurelia 
B52 Coupe Vignale 


Produced in the same year the 
Boeing B-52 bomber made its 

debut flight, this Lancia B52 is 
one of 98 made and one of seven 
to be bodied by Italian firn 
Vignale. Vignale's designs tended 
to be more elegant than many 
of its contemporaries' sportier 
shapes, and this car has the oval- 
shaped egg-crate grille that it 
used on several other models—it 
was common for a design house’s 
style themes to carry across 
automakers. Recently, this car has 
been shown at a variety of events 
following a restoration 15 years 
ago and has won several Best in 
Show awards. 


1965 Shelby 427 Cobra 


Cobras are having a tough time 
of it lately, having largely failed 
to sell at several recent auctions, 
so don’t think this 427’s no-sale 
is just a result of its being an 
American car in Italy. Cobras are 
one of the few American racers 
with a real following around the 
world, with the car’s presence and 
success in period 1960s European 
road racing endearing it to those 
across the pond. In fact, this car 
was previously owned by the 
president of the Cobra Club of 
Switzerland and is documented 
to be a very early version of the 
uprated 427 model. Although 

it was built as a street version 
and lacks any racing incidents, 
it did have a big crash on the 
road in the mid-1970s and was 
rebuilt from the ground up, likely 
limiting its desirability among 
astute Cobra collectors. It should 
still make an excellent car to own 
and drive at the right price, but 
apparently the seller thought the 
high bid was the wrong price. An 
excellent, no-stories street 427 
Cobra is a million-plus-dollar 
car today. 
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late racer Dan Gurney said as he watched track 
workers cover the body of a teenage boy his car 
had just hit and killed. At the 1960 Dutch Grand 
Prix at Zandvoort, Gurney’s BRM P48 suffered 
brake failure at 140 mph, ran off the track and 
through a barbed-wire fence, and overturned, 
breaking Gurney’s arm and injuring several oth- 
er spectators. 

Three years later, journalist Robert Daley pub- 
lished a book chronicling one of the most dan- 
gerous eras in racing, using “The Cruel Sport” 
as its title. In fact, “Motor racing is the cruelest 
sport; Daley wrote. “It is also the most brilliant, 
because it is man wrestling with his demons on 
the edge of the infinite.” 

That was 56 years ago. With massive advanc- 
es in technology, things are certainly better now 
than in Daley’s time: Of the 16 drivers in the 
first Formula 1 Grand Prix he covered—Monaco, 
1958—half eventually died behind the wheel. 

But there’s no argument that racing remains 
a very cruel sport. Although fatalities at the top 
professional level are rare, deaths still occur in 
troubling numbers: According to Automobile 
research, in the three-month period of March, 
April, and May 2019, at least a dozen racers died, 
most of them in amateur events. 

So what to do? Individual drivers can, of 
course, stop racing, but motorsports will contin- 
ue. After all, the first recorded motorsports fatal- 
ity occurred nearly 120 years ago. 

The only other option: Although racing is saf- 
er than ever, it needs to be made safer still. 
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The late Dan 

» Gurney (left), 
* — who survived 

Т one of motor 
racing's most 
dangerous eras, 
faced risks that 
today's drivers 
don't. But Gary 
Nelson (below) 
knows more 
work needs to 
be done. 
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“ОМЕ ОҒ ТНЕ 
AMBULANCES 
WAS А HEARSE, Gary Nelson is the manager of Action Express, the 


WITH AN two-car IMSA WeatherTech SportsCar Championship 


OXYGEN TANK Prototype team that has won four season champion- 
AN D A GU RN EY. ships since its 2014 debut. But long before that, Nelson, 


THAT WAS IT." as crew chief, won the NASCAR Winston Cup title in 
DURING THE 1983 with Bobby Allison and the Daytona 500 in 1982 


WORST OF IT. with Allison and in 1986 with Geoff Bodine. 


«ONE IN SEVEN NASCAR hired Nelson in 1991 to be the director 


DRIVERS WAS of Winston Cup, a job he held for 10 years before he 


became vice president of research and development in 
КІ ЦЕ О ЕМЕ RY 2001. That was the year Dale Earnhardt was killed in the 


YEAR." Daytona 500, and everything changed. Nelson's primary 
responsibility was to build the NASCAR R&D Center in 
Concord, North Carolina, and investigate ways to make 
racing safer, which he did until he left in 2007. 

There are, Nelson says, “primarily three real threats to 
the driver. The first is a high g-load;" which happens when 
the driver comes to a sudden stop or takes a hard hit. 
“This is not the sort of thing we typically see in a traffic 
accident. [Longtime motorsports medical authority] Dr. 

NE Terry Trammell once said that the type of serious injury a 
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race car driver receives is not like a motor vehicle crash. 
Its more like what you see from falling off of a building. 
A high g-load is the biggest threat to a driver.” 

Second, Nelson says, *is intrusion, when something 
from outside the car comes into the cockpit and makes 
contact with the driver. 

“The third one is fire. Of course, other things can hap- 
pen, and there can be combinations of factors, but those 
are really the three categories of threats. 

"Tm knocking on wood as I say this, but in the top 
series, all three have been effectively addressed with 
advances like driver restraint systems, more armor 
around the cockpit, soft walls, good fuel cells, and fire- 
resistant equipment, but you can never stop trying to 
make things better.” 

Indeed, ^We've picked all the low-hanging fruit,” says 
Dr. Steve Olvey, the physician who, along with Trammell, 
has specialized in racing, largely due to his work with 
IndyCar and its predecessors, including CART and USAC. 
Olvey’s book, “Rapid Response: My Inside Story as a Motor 
Racing Life-Saver was a game changer when it was 
released in 2006, and now it's the basis of a 106-minute 
documentary, also called “Rapid Response; that will be 
released to theaters on September 6. 

As a medical student in Indianapolis, Olvey began vol- 
unteering at the Indianapolis 500 in 1966. If he thought 
it would be fun, well, it wasn't. “Опе of the ambulances 
was a hearse, with an oxygen tank and a gurney. That 
was it,’ Olvey says. During the worst of it, “One in seven 
drivers was killed every year.” 

Olvey and Trammell, along with plenty of others, be- 
gan pushing for change. In procedures, in equipment, 
in race cars, in racetracks, in education for drivers, team 
owners, and track owners. 

One of the biggest problems is the trickle-down effect: 
There essentially isn’t one, Olvey says. Major series like 
NASCAR, IndyCar, Formula 1, IMSA, and the NHRA have 
the resources to develop and implement sophisticated— 
and often expensive—safety changes, plus the clout to 
make them mandatory. Professional teams and drivers 
have the money to invest in the new technology. 

Small tracks and amateur drivers might not. Accord- 
ing to a story in “The New York Times,” there were at 
least 141 fatalities at short tracks—hometown dirt and 
paved ovals—between 2002 and 2016, when the story 
was published. This bothers Olvey to no end. “A Saturday 
night racer will pay $1,000 for a new set of tires for his 
race car but won't invest the same amount in a helmet 
that could save his life,’ he laments. “I mean, how much 
is your head worth? How much is your life worth?” 

Add to this that local oval-track racing is struggling 
in many parts of the country, with both car counts and 
fans on the decline. Many tracks don’t make a head 
and neck restraint system mandatory. Often, faced with 
losing a car and the cost of driver and crew pit passes 
if the track turns an entry away for not having proper 
safety equipment, the track may decline to vigorously 
enforce whatever rules it does have. 
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"[ used to think that insurance companies would drive 
change—that they wouldn't insure a track if the level of risk 
wasn't addressed,’ Olvey says. “But that hasn't happened.” 

Similarly, most top tracks have SAFER barriers that pro- 
tect drivers from concrete or steel walls in a crash. The bar- 
riers, pioneered in 2002 by the Indianapolis Motor Speed- 
way, are made of steel and foam (SAFER stands for “steel 
and foam energy reduction”), and they’re designed to give 
way substantially when hit by an out-of-control car. 

But SAFER barriers cost between $400 and $500 per foot 
to install, and for even most profitable small tracks, that’s 
out of the question. 

One racer who is trying to address this is RJ Valentine, 
a longtime sports car driver who was on the winning team 
for the 2009 Rolex 24 at Daytona. Several of his businesses 
involve karting, and he developed impact safety systems, 
including KISS (kart impact safety system), for kart tracks. 
He has adapted the technology for the ProLink safety 
barrier—a simple, relatively inexpensive soft wall that can 
be used on a variety of tracks. 

The barriers are made of half-inch polyethylene and can 
be partially filled with water. Each 4-foot barrier weighs 73 
pounds, making for easy installation and replacement in 
case of damage. Fill intermittent barriers to one-quarter 
capacity with water, and each one weighs 500 pounds, 
heavy enough to absorb a solid hit. Best of all, the barriers 
cost, including installation, about $70 per foot. 

Other than that—and general track upgrades like 
improving the racing surface, nighttime and emergency 
lighting, and beefing up emergency crews with personnel, 
training, and equipment—much of the safety in amateur 
racing is in the hands of the driver. 

"Its amazing what some Friday and Saturday night 
racers and tracks get away with,’ a frustrated Olvey says. 
“It isn’t always expense— we've learned how to do a lot 
without spending a lot of money.’ He recalls that he was at 
a lower-level stock car race and was stunned to see a car 
that had zero padding on its metal roll bars, including the 
portions “that could definitely come into contact with the 
driver's head in a crash. That could easily result in a fatal 
head injury. It’s just asking for trouble.” 





Lets look at Nelson's three main threats to a driver, 
how they have been addressed, and what to expect in 
the future: 


EXPOSURE TO HIGH G-LOAD: 


You likely know that gravitational force, or g-force, is the 
measurement of a unit’s mass under acceleration that is 
roughly equivalent to weight, with g equal to the gravita- 
tional acceleration on Earth. Depending on the track, an F1 
driver can experience forces of 5 to 7 g in turns or under 
braking. 

A typical crash into the wall at the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway, when it had unprotected concrete walls, could 
easily expose the driver to a 100-g hit. With the SAFER 
barriers, most crashes are in the 60-g range. 
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SAFER 
Barrier 


Racer RJ 
Valentine’s 
(opposite 

top) soft- 

wall system 
(opposite 
middle) is a 
welcome sight 
on the tracks 
that employ it. 
So too is the 
SAFER barrier 
(opposite 
bottom, left, 
and right); 
along with 

the HANS 
device and 
better helmets 
(below), it has 
significantly 
reduced 
injuries. 








But even with a SAFER barrier, high-g crashes can hap- 
pen. IndyCar driver Sebastien Bourdais’ 2017 crash during 
Indianapolis 500 qualifying was 118 g. James Hinchcliffe’s 
crash at Indy in 2015 measured 126 g. 

Although it isn't directly related to g-force levels, the 
HANS device has saved at least as many lives as the SAFER 
barrier. The most widely known crash resulted in the death 
of Earnhardt at the 2001 Daytona 500, where an entirely 
survivable-looking crash into the Turn 4 wall resulted in a 
basal skull fracture that killed the sport’s biggest star. 

In the 10 years leading up to Earnhardt’s death, 15 drivers 
were killed across NASCAR, HL IndyCar, and CART. Of those, 
at least eight died from basal skull fractures: NASCAR’s 
J.D. McDuffie (1991), CART’s Jovy Marcello and NASCAR’s 
Clifford Allison (1992), FIs Roland Ratzenberger (1994), 
IndyCar’s Scott Brayton (1996), CART’s Gonzalo Rodriguez 
(1999), and NASCAR’s Adam Petty and Kenny Irwin (2000). 

The skull fracture itself might not be fatal, but what 
typically kills drivers is uncontrolled bleeding due to the 
rupture of blood vessels located near where the brain stem 
leads into the spinal cord. 

The HANS and similar approved devices tether the hel- 
met to prevent the head from snapping too far forward in a 
crash. The HANS was invented by racer Jim Downing and 
his brother-in-law, Robert Hubbard, and Downing start- 
ed racing with one in 1984. But acceptance was painfully 
slow. In 2000, Downing made the rounds at a Chevrolet 


0b 


NASCAR test. “Only one driver refused to talk to ше,” 
Downing says: the ultra-traditionalist Earnhardt. But his 
death changed everything. Later in the 2001 season, after 
a bad crash at Charlotte, Jeff Gordon praised "God and my 
HANS device" for saving his life. 





INTRUSION: 


This past May marked the 25th anniversary of the death 
of one of the greatest racers ever: Ayrton Senna, killed at 
the 1994 Е1 San Marino Grand Prix at Imola in Italy when 
he hit a concrete barrier, which caused the right front 
wheel and suspension parts to come in contact with his 
head. Since then, there have been multiple fatalities and 
some serious injuries, most of them happening in open- 
wheel racing, due to intrusion. 

In July 2009, Formula 2 racer Henry Surtees, 18—son of 
1964 F1 champ John Surtees—was killed when he was hit in 
the head by a wheel from another car that broke its tether 
after a crash. Six days later, FI's Felipe Massa was knocked 
unconscious when a spring from Rubens Baricello's car 
struck him in the head. In August 2006, Cristiano da Matta, 
the 2002 Champ Car champion, was in a coma for 29 days 
after he struck a deer while testing at Road America. In 
August 2015, da Matta's former teammate, Justin Wilson, 
was killed in an IndyCar race at Pocono when the nose cone 
from another crashed car hit Wilson in the head. 
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In a gradual response, F1 adopted the halo in 2018, a loop 
around the top of the cockpit with a bar that leads vertically 
down from the loop to the body in front of the driver. Mean- 
while, IndyCar is partnering with Red Bull Advanced Tech- 
nologies to develop the Aeroscreen, a wraparound wind- 
shield anchored by a titanium, halo-like framework. It will 
be ready for 2020. “I think it's a great idea,’ says IndyCar 
and FI veteran Juan Pablo Montoya, who currently races for 
Penske and Acura in an IMSA prototype. “The more protec- 
tion, the better. I think they'll get used to it quickly, just like 
Formula 1 drivers did. Every driver I talk to says they don't 
even realize the halo is Шеге” 

At least as important, though, is addressing the intrusion 
that occurs when a car goes into fencing that is supported by 
stout poles; that's what killed IndyCar driver Dan Wheldon 


when he crashed at Las Vegas in 2011, and it's what ended 
the career of IndyCar's Dario Franchitti after he crashed 
on the temporary street course in Houston. 

“That one's tough,” Olvey says. “There are ideas out 
there but no consensus on which one is the best.” Among 
them, Olvey says, is something similar to the clear screen 
that surrounds a hockey rink, “but even if that’s possible, 
the cost would certainly be prohibitive.” 

The latest crash of that sort, at Pocono in August 2018, 
left IndyCar driver Robert Wickens paralyzed from the 
waist down, though he continues to make progress in 
rehabilitation. Olvey says the fact that Wickens lived is 
a testament to enhanced safety in the IndyCar platform: 
“No way would he have survived that five years ago.” 








Formula 1’s 
incorporation 
of the halo 
(far left) 

has been 
successful. 
IndyCar is 
following suit: 
This year 

it uses the 
Advanced 
Frontal 
Protection 
device (above 
left) to deflect 
objects; next 
year the 
Aeroscreen 
(right) arrives. 














IndyCar's 
disaster in 
Las Vegas in 
"11 (above) 
and Robert 
Wickens' 
crash last year 
(below left) 
are reminders 
of fencing's 
shortcomings. 
But Wickens' 
(below, in 
wheelchair) 
attorney has 


an idea (right). 
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But the crash triggered a memory by Wickens’ longtime 
friend and attorney, Len Gaik. In 2011, when Wheldon 
crashed in Las Vegas, Wickens and Gaik discussed the 
tragedy, and from that was born a rough idea of a fix that 
might work, at least in some circumstances: Move the 
support poles back away from the track, and attach the 
fencing to the wall at the bottom, as it is now—but up 
top, the fencing would be suspended from poles that Gaik 
describes as “like a light pole, with an arm that extends 
out toward the track.” 

Gaik sketched out the idea, wrote a summary of it, and 
applied for a patent, “just to see if anyone is interested,” 
he says. “I have no idea if it would work, but we have to 
do something.” 





FIRE: 


This one, Olvey says, has been successfully addressed 
in the professional series, “but you can always do more.” 

As noted with many other safety innovations, “that 
trickle-down just hasn’t trickled down” to many local 
facilities and amateur drivers, though. Quality suits, 
onboard fire extinguishers, and more durable fuel cells 
have never been cheaper, so hopefully, maybe—someday. 
But the desires and efforts of many to see that it does 
aren't going anywhere. 
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MIKE D 


BEASTIE BOYS FOUNDING MEMBER, 
MERGEDES AFICIONADO 


by NICOLAS STECHER 


best known as 
one-third of legendary hip-hop/punk 
rock/sampling pioneers Beastie Boys. 
The group has sold some 50 million 
albums and was inducted into the Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame’s class of 2012. But 
Mike D's interests spread far beyond 
the musical realm, where his love of 
red wine, surfing, and time behind the 
wheel of his Mercedes-AMG E 63 S 
Wagon are just as important to feed his 
creativity as time spent behind a drum 
set. In May, Automobile joined him as 
he rumbled his way through the Mille 
Miglia in a pristine 1955 Mercedes-Benz 
300SL Gullwing, the timeless MC 
enjoying every stop along the 1,000-mile 
rally across Italy. This summer he’s 
touring worldwide with a series of solo 
DJ gigs and spoken word shows with 
fellow Beastie Boy Adam Horovitz (Ad- 
Rock) to promote their New York Times 
best-seller, Beastie Boys Book. 





Your bond with Mercedes 
began when it underwrote 
the landmark “Art in the 
Streets” exhibit in 2011 at 
the Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles. 

| hadn't [owned a Mercedes 
before]. When we began talking, 
they were like, “OK, listen, we're 
bringing you to Stuttgart so you 
can see what our brand is about.” 
And really | have to give it to them 
‘cause | don't think | could have 
understood it otherwise. And 
then once | had the experience of 
driving an AMG, it’s not hard to 
get hooked. 


What about it appealed to 
you so directly? 

| think | saw the AMG process 
of the “one man, one engine.” | kind 
of fell for that. | related it to, like, 
there is just an exact craftsmanship 
there that is a little bit different. 


You now own an AMG C 63 
and an E 63 S wagon? 

The E wagon is incredible. 
What else is out there like it? 
Where you can take your kids to go 
surfing and go away for a weekend 
and fit everything in there and drive 
fast and safely? And at the same 
time you could also go to Home 
Depot and pick up whatever you 
need, and you could go to Laguna 
Seca on a weekend and follow 
an AMG driver on a track and 
hang, right? 


Do you have any dream cars? 

| don't own a pickup, but | 
could go for like a dual-row pickup. 
It doesn't have to be huge; I'm 
not expecting performance, not a 
Raptor, but just something that's 
a little bit of fun. | have a vintage 
fantasy of like being in Costa Rica 
or Nicaragua surfing somewhere, 
in either just an old Land Cruiser 
or Land Rover. | think in terms 
of style, like Adidas Superstar 
[sneakers], there's certain things 
with intrinsic design like a pair of 
Cons or even Vans classic slip-ons. 
Like when something 's done in its 
form as best as it can be, it doesn't 
need to be updated. It's reached 
perfection. The SLs we drove on 
the Mille, | think that form, those 
Gullwings are perfect. 


Did you think you would enjoy 
driving a 60-year-old car that 
much? 

No. | would drive it again. 
| don't know exactly what the 
maintenance issues would be— 
let's remember we had a team of 
mechanics that had these things 
running every morning and going 
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for 15 hours every day without 
us having to think about it. But | 
would in a second take one down 
through the southwest of France 
into Spain. That would be so fun. 
| wouldn't hesitate. Well, actually 

| would hesitate because there's 
no place to put a surfboard. [But] 
aesthetically, | mean, they nailed 
it. It’s not going to get any better 
than that. 


Whatll you remember about 
the Mille years from now? 
The experience of not only 
driving these incredible cars in this 
weird mobile community, but then 
through literally the most beautiful 
and historic piazzas and central 
squares that man has ever built. 
The Mille is really about community. 
And that we actually get to just 
friggin’ hit the accelerator and haul 
ass through these cobblestone 
streets going where usually people 
aren't even allowed to drive at 
all, into these piazzas, and people 
welcome us with open arms for 
punishing their cobblestones. 


And the police escorts ... 
That's always a good time. It's 
going to screw us up for a while. 
We're going to be in L.A. and see 
lights and go, “Oh, awesome. I'm 
going to go faster! | don't need to 
stop for a red light now.” And the 
other bad habit I'm going to have 
to break is, it’s going to cross my 
mind, I'm going to be in traffic 
on the PCH and be like, “I'm just 
going to drive on the other side 
for a while.” 


That'll be the last anyone saw 
of Mike D. Tell us about your 
bandmate, the late Adam 
Yauch, driving a Ferrari on 
Mulholland. 

It’s in the Beastie Boys Book. 
Being New York guys we get 
out [to L.A.], and Yauch rented 
a red Ferrari. | remember this 
is the “License to Ill” tour, and | 
had actually rented a Benz SL 
convertible—like Richard Gere, 
“American Gigolo” style. Anyway, 
Yauch is flying around Mulholland, 
and he pulled over ‘cause he saw 
there was [another] Ferrari, and it 
was the actor Paul Williams who 
had run his Ferrari off the road. 
And [Yauch] had an epiphany: "I 
don't want to end up being the 
incoherent guy that somebody 
recognizes that's driven his Ferrari 
off the road.” 


He claimed that centered him, 
made him realize he didn't 
want to be that guy ... 

Well, partially, yes. 
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See how much you could save on 
insurance for your truck, motorcycle, 
RV, boat and more. 
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